
F a l l  2 0 2 0

The latest news and updates from Fountain Street Church
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A message from: 

rEV. mARIELA 

Beloveds of Fountain Street Church: 

It’s been a beautiful summer for me, as I settled in to our 
community and got to meet hundreds of Fountain 
Streeters (outdoors, in small-group settings.) I 
appreciated hearing your stories and your vision for FSC, 
which match my own; a vision for a healthy, vibrant 
community; a vision of: 

F L O U R I S H I N G  

It’s not surprising that we all want FSC to Flourish, 
because that is what we desire for the things we love, and 
we all love Fountain Street so. 

Overall, we envision Fountain Street Church as a thriving 
21st-century spiritual community that reflects the diversity 
of thoughts, styles, and cultures of our country; a 
community that is creative, engaging, intentionally-
eclectic, and socially-conscious. 

In order to get us there, we have shifted our models of 
leadership. We are rejecting top-down power structures 
and unhealthy power dynamics which stifle creativity and 
crush the spirit of collaboration.  Instead, we are 
promoting wellbeing in our system and have begun 
fostering a culture of collaboration which allows for 
natural and healthy leaderships to emerge. 

We are also introducing The Year of Flourishing, which 
centers the social/spiritual/psychological needs of 
Fountain Streeters and promotes deep relationship-
building as well as the cultivation of healthy habits and 
practices that lead to Flourishing. 

In this edition of The Chimes, you’ll learn more about all 
the programming we have planned for the flourishing of 
Fountain Street and Fountain Streeters.



Over the last several weeks, your ministers, staff, and lay leadership have been deep in conversation 
about the needs of our congregation in general, but particularly during this time of unprecedented 
challenges. Based on those needs we have carefully crafted the following “Experiences”: 

The Sunday Morning Live Experience : where we come together as a community to learn 
and grow together. We will offer one service on Sunday mornings at 10. Your ministers, musicians, 
and other staff members will be streaming LIVE from the sanctuary. These will be multigenerational 
services for the whole family and will be intentionally eclectic in nature to minister to the diverse 
needs of Fountain Streeters. We look forward to in-person services in the near future. 

The Deepening Experience :  where we have an opportunity to deepen our connections with 
one another and with the teachings of the week. Following the service (beginning Sept 20th) at 
11:20, we will have a weekly small group sessions on Zoom, to first greet one another, then to go 
into small, breakout sessions for in-depth discussion on that Sunday’s topic. We have trained 
members of our community to facilitate our small-group discussions. 

The Grounding Experience: This is a mid-week service where we cultivate the practices that lead to 
flourishing.  Join Rev. Matthew (minister for Spiritual Care and Practice) and other guests for a deeply 
grounding experience.  (Wednesdays at 6:30 PM.) 

We are also introducing an On-Demand Digital Library, because even during a pandemic, we will 
continue to free our minds and grow our souls. Through our robust digital library, you will have 
access to high-quality content for you to use on your own time, on your own terms. You’ll be able to 
enjoy a full suite of meditations, prayers, poetry, classes, and other activities recorded just for you by 
your ministers and lay leaders. Having a rough day? Head to our library and find the spiritual 
nourishment you need, just when you need it. 

Also, we’ve heard your longing to return to the sanctuary, and while we can’t have indoor gatherings 
of more than 10 people, we are opening the sanctuary for two hours, twice a week for you to pray, 
meditate, and connect with our sacred space. Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2-4 pm. 

Lastly, please mark your calendars for September 13, our Homecoming Sunday. We have a fantastic 
service planned for you, and even though congregants cannot enter the building at this time, we 
invite you to drive by “home” (FSC building) after the service to pick up some care bags we’ve put 
together for you.  Rev. Christopher, Rev. Matthew, and I will be passing the bags in front of the 
church from 12 to 12:30.  

We are looking forward to a great year and can hardly wait to welcome you all back into the 
building. 

-Rev Mariela 





A message from: 

CHIP WALL 
As we enter September the typical getting back to FSC looks completely 
different than it did last year at this time.  Your Governing Board meeting 
on August 17th covered the following: 

Our new Senior Minister Reverend Mariela Perez-Simons gave the “Call to 
Community” which was a great way to kick off our meeting and gave us a 
time of reflection and hope for our future at FSC.  I know that both 
Reverend Mariela and Reverend Christopher have spent countless hours 
meeting with congregants and groups that make up this great community 
here at FSC and I continue to take comfort in knowing that the Senior 
Minister Search Committee made a great decision in presenting Reverend 
Mariela to our congregation.   

Our CCT (Covid Coordinating Team) gave us updates on health and safety 
protocols for us to follow keeping within state and CDC guidelines. 
Currently, we are keeping with the guidelines of no more than 10 people 
in the church at a time and suggesting that we continue our worship 
virtually at the present time.  We are all eager to gather but everyone’s 
safety is our top priority. Your CCT is a group that is looking at the science, 
the facts and guiding us in a healthy direction and on behalf of the GB I 
want to thank each and everyone of them for their hard work. 

The FSC Nominating Committee chaired by Kathleen Higgins is working 
hard at getting nominees for open seats on the GB.  Look for 
communications explaining the duties and commitments for GB, and we 
look forward to having a wide variety of members to help with the future 
of FSC.  This is an extremely exciting time to move ahead with new and 
fresh ideas and suggestions are what we need now!   

Properties reported on the remodel of the former board room to our 
Senior Ministers new office space.  Realizing we are not at church we look 
forward to the day when you will be able to see for yourself the new space 
that is brighter and fresh. Properties is looking at some of our future needs 
to keep our historic building running efficiently. 

The Communications Committee Chaired by Kristin Mayer will be looking 
at scheduling Zoom Town Halls this Fall, so be sure to look for the dates 
and times for these important tools to keep everyone informed here at 
FSC. 

We are all looking forward to experiencing Reverend Mariela’s vision for 
FSC.  As they say the best is yet to come! 

Wishing you and yours good health! 

Chip Wall – FSC Governing Board Chair 

FSC Governing Board Chair 



A message from: 

rEV. Christopher
About a year ago, my husband and I decided to take a 
leap and sell our house in favor of a smaller, more 
simplified life downtown. With the transition we imagined 
more time, more freedom, less “stuff,” and less “busyness” 
from taking care of an old home, and for the most part we 
were correct!  

As we prepared for the move and excitedly shed so much 
the “stuff” we were happy to free ourselves of, my husband 
made a point to saving toolbag worth of items - 
screwdrivers, a small hammer, an assortment of other odds 
and ends I don’t know the names of, and the typical 
accoutrements that make up a standard toolkit.  

“Why do we need all this?!” I protested. “Isn’t the whole 
point of moving into this apartment so that someone else 
can take care of these things?!”  

“You’d be surprised what things you still need,” he refuted. 
“Every home needs a toolkit.”  

Yes my friends...it turns out that every home does indeed 
need a toolkit.  

Tiny remotes with even smaller screws needed a 
screwdriver...and even the most simple projects somehow 
needed a small wrench, a hammer, and one of those 
cranky noisy ratchety thingies… 

Yes...every home needs a toolkit.  

I’m feeling this reality particularly intensely this year as we 
find ourselves spending more and more time in our homes 
and less and less times in those places and spaces we 
might otherwise rather be.  

Church can be a part of your home's spiritual, emotional, 
and social toolkit.  

Executive Minister for Organizational 
Development 



Whether it is school from home, church from home, learning experiences from home, or family 
and friend traditions we have to sit out this year (from home of course!), I think it would be okay 
for any one of us, myself included, to express that it’s strange, unfamiliar, and pretty 
disappointing. Many of us are learning for the first time what it means to go about our “normal 
lives” without the familiar and nourishing resources of “normal times.”  

And so in those all-to-familiar moments of disappointment or frustration, or curiosity and inquiry, 
or even exhaustion or angst, it’s more important than ever to have a toolkit in your home.  

As the ministers, staff, and dedicated volunteers of Fountain Street Church dream, scheme, plan, 
and implement this fall, know that we are working tirelessly to bring your home the toolkits 
necessary for a year like 2020. Whether it is the newly evolving “FSC On-Demand” virtual library, 
or mid-week chapel services, or an evolving roster of social justice activities, we are working 
together to curate and offer the toolkits necessary to continue on our endeavor to Free the Mind, 
Grow the Soul, and Change the World - even if it looks a bit different this year.  

Whether you or a little one in your home needs just a few minutes to practice mindfulness, or you 
are simply interested in learning more about your own spiritual growth and development, or 
perhaps you need a quiet and centering moment in the middle of an otherwise noisey world, our 
“FSC On-Demand” library, or online worship services, and our social justice programs will be here 
for you and your home.  

I invite you to explore some of the teasers for the coming fall, and to imagine the ways in which 
Fountain Street Church can be a part of your home's spiritual, emotional, and social toolkit.  

Yes...every home needs a toolkit...and what an honor it is to be building and growing ours 
together this fall. 

Blessed be my friends.  

Rev. Christopher 



A message from: 

rEV. mATTHEW

“You can’t step in the same river twice,” we are reminded 
by Heraclitus, Greek philosopher of 5th-6th centuries 
before the Common Era.  This has never been more clear 
to me than at this time of my return to Fountain Street 
Church. 

You have changed. 

I have changed. 

We are changing. 

Church is changing.  Not just Fountain Street Church, but 
how church happens in these days of pandemic and 
continued physical distancing. 

And the world is changing.  We continue to witness and 
experience revelations of corruption, systems of 
oppression and privilege, and patterns of violence and 
deception. 

It is a powerful and poignant time, rich and full of 
possibility, made even moreso as the church enters a new 
era of ministry with the leadership of Rev. Mariela. 

When I left Fountain Street Church and Grand Rapids in 
2012 it was with a chorus of “Thank You,” (Natalie 
Merchant’s “Kind and Generous”) sung in the 11 o’clock 
service in the sanctuary.  The Chapel Community was just 
two years old and had not yet matured to its current state 
of close-knit support and spiritual depth.  In subsequent 
years I have traveled from Michigan to the Pacific 
Northwest to the high mountain desert of Utah.  I have 
served in hospitals and congregations.  I had never 
imagined I might return to Michigan.  Yet when Chad and 
I chose to return, to re-set our lives in a place grounded in 
community and family, focusing on building a life rather 
than making a living, it just seemed right. 

Minister for Spiritual Care & Practice 



And so, too, does returning to Fountain Street Church at this time.  It just seems right.  I 
am honored to be invited to join your ministry team with Revs. Christopher and Mariela 
and to focus this part-time role in the areas of Spiritual Care and Practice. 

Returning has unfurled a chorus of “Welcome Home,” words I’ve rarely heard before.  
And they have never felt more true, honoring, and humbling. 

I look forward to joining you on this leg of the journey.  As our ministry together unfolds 
and takes shape, I aim to help you in midwifing the birth of ministries that tend to our 
spiritual well-being - individually and collectively.  I will work with you to unblock that 
which prevents or limits the flow of Life...abundant, resilient, compassionate Life.  I am 
delighted to provide collaborative leadership for the new Wednesday evening 
Grounding experiences, which promise to be opportunities to cultivate spiritual 
practices.  I am honored to come alongside you in your tending to this community in its 
joys and sorrows, gladnesses and griefs - supporting both formal systems like 
BeFrienders and Districts and also discerning, connecting and strengthening more 
informal systems.  I also look forward to developing additional offerings such as 
individual and group spiritual direction and accompaniment. 

As we journey together, Friends, I invite you to truly honor the complexities of these 
times and the tolls they are taking on you physically, mentally and spiritually.  Listen to 
the layers of your being and find ways to express them through movement, music and 
whatever meaning-making activities best serve you. 

Here’s to The Work, Friends! 

Peace, Faith & Passion, 

Rev. Matthew 



A message from: 

COVID 
Coordinating 
Team

In May of this year, 2020, the Fountain Street Church’s 
(FSC) Governing Board requested a team be convened to 
assess the ongoing COVID 19 issues pertinent for our 
congregation to be safe from the virus.  

A team of six individuals were appointed to the FSC’s 
COVID Coordinating Team (CCT):  Dr. Russ Lampen, MD, 
Dr. Peter Lundeen, MD, the Rev. Mariela Perez-Simons, the 
Rev. Christopher Roe, Melissa Hoezee, and Kirsten 
Lundeen, MS.  Dr. Lampen, an epidemiologist at 
Spectrum Hospital, is on Spectrum’s COVID Task Force.  
Dr. Lundeen, a hospitalist at Spectrum Hospital, is on the 
hospitalist’s COVID Team.  Kirsten Lundeen has an 
extended professional background in Public Health, 
working domestically and internationally in disease 
prevention programs.  Reverend Mariela and Rev. 
Christopher are the administrative staff persons to the 
CCT.  Ms Hoezee represents the staff Human Resource 
role on the team and is responsible for aspects related to 
the care of the church’s buildings.   

The CCT meets regularly to assess the current COVID 
infection trends in Kent County and give advisements to 
the Governing Board on the church’s opening or 
containing church services during the pandemic.  The 
CCT has set a priority assuring that in particular, FSC’s 
high risk congregants, older individuals and younger 
persons, are safe from the virus when in contact with 
church’s activities.   

The CCT regularly reviews all Governor Whitmer’s 
Executive Orders pertaining to COVID, and assesses that 
church opening policies are consistent with State of 
Michigan guidelines.  CDC COVID guidelines are also 
closely followed, and in particular, CDC’s educational 
protocols are used throughout FSC’s church buildings.  
The COVID prevalence data source comes from the Kent 
County Health Department’s COVID Dashboard for Kent 
County.   

Sept 2020



In May 2020 the CCT recommended to the Governing board that the 1)  Portico Policy for 
person’s occupying for sleeping be carefully followed, 2) Summer Chapel services be closed 
on site, with all services provided virtually 3) through out the summer, the church will be closed 
to onsite services, meetings, and only essential staff allowed onsite as situation required, 4) 
participation in the fall community Art Prize event not be held.   

In the August CCT meeting, they made the following recommendations to the Governing 
Board which are consistent with Governor Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-161, that statewide 
indoor gatherings will be limited to 10 people. Additionally, the COVID trend data show that 
for Kent County continues a slow increase in COVID cases.   Therefore, commencing in 
September only staff and people participating in worship will be allowed on site at the church, 
with limited pastoral counseling, and no onsite congregational group services.  COVID Staff 
Training manual and protocols have been developed and staff training is being scheduled.   

The CCT regularly reviews the Kent County COVID dashboard and Governor Whitmer’s 
executive orders and the CCT will provide advisements to the Governing Board on current 
COVID data and policies so appropriate and timely actions can be taken by the staff for 
operational purposes and congregational communication purposes.   

CCT (September Update) 



A message from: 

tHE cHAPEL 
wORSHIP tEAM 

In the 18 months since Jason left, Andy DeBraber has 
helped foster and grow our chapel community with a rare 
blend of grace and humility and a real talent for helping 
others find their shy gifts.  All through that process, Andy 
worked collaboratively with a group of Chapel folks to 
maintain and nurture the essence of the Chapel 
experience.  Over this summer that same group has been 
working and communicating with Rev. Mariela and Rev. 
Matthew in preparation for the new worship season.  

Rev. Mariela and Rev. Matthew have presented a format 
for worship on Sunday and Wednesday they hope 
includes the best elements of both the Chapel and 
Sanctuary services, including the distinctive Chapel 
musical style. (See other articles in the September Chimes 
explaining these opportunities.)  This is a big transition, 
complicated by the pandemic of course. Our Chapel 
community has enjoyed and greatly valued the intimacy, 
safety, and resonance of our small weekly gatherings over 
the last few years, and now this structure is changing. 
Many of us may feel the need to grieve this loss, 
individually or collectively. And though the form is 
changing, we are quite hopeful and intentional that the 
essence will be preserved, and even nurtured further 
along. 

We are encouraging all Chapel members to attend and 
engage in both of these services. In October/November 
we will meet with Rev. Mariela and Rev. Mathew again to 
review these worship services and how they are both 
meeting or missing the needs of our Chapel community. 
We, the Chapel worship advisory committee, will be 
looking forward to hearing your comments prior to that 
fall meeting.  



A message from: 

tHE nOMINATING 
COMMITTEE

A Search for Governing Board Candidates  

The FSC Nominating Committee is searching for potential candidates 
to run for the Governing Board at Fountain Street Church. We are 
looking to develop a slate of 8 candidates for the fall election.  

The Nominating Committee consists of the following members:  
Kathleen Higgins kath6613@gmail.com  
Judy Botts bottsj50@yahoo.com  
Patrick Eamon pdeaman@comcast.net  
Katie Mitchell k.reilly.mitchell@gmail.com  
John Willette johnwillette@gmail.com  
Jean Reed Bahle jahled@hotmail.com  

We are recruiting for Fountain Street members who are interested in 
running for the Board election in November, 2020 for the term January 
2021-December 2023.  

Some facts about the FSC Governing Board:  
· The GB comprises 15 members at any given time and meets once a 
month at church and one Saturday in February for a Board Retreat  
· Each member term is three years, and members may seek re-election 
for one successive term.  
· The Nominating Committee strives to have eight candidates for each 
annual GB election, some of whom may be current GB members 
running for a second term. A FSC member's personal and professional 
experience are invaluable contributions to the GB’s operation. The 
following is a list of expectations for a Governing Board member: 

· Attending scheduled monthly board meetings held 11 months of the 
year. No meeting in July.  
· Communicating ideas and goals with attention to church needs and 
trends.  
· Taking responsibility for the fiduciary, financial, and sustainable future 
of the church.  
· Joining a committee and supporting any associated initiatives or 
studies.  
· Recognizing and facilitating relationships with skill and diplomacy for 
the good of all.  
· Organizing to plan, delegate, and prioritize influence.  
· Participating in strategic thinking, envisioning, and evaluating ideas 
brought to the board.  
· Inspiring FSC’s educational and service groups and being a resource 
for them.  

If you are interested please send an email to 
nominatingcommittee@fountainstreet.org or you can contact any of 
the Nominating Committee members. Application forms are available 
and will be sent to any member who is interested in running for the 
Governing Board.  
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At 6:30 PM



Starting Sept 15





Sept 20 + Sept 27 | 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Mariela speaking 

 UPCOMING SUNDAY SERVICES



OTHER UPCOMING FALL SERVICES: 

• Universalism, 250 Years Later 

• On Liberation and Getting Free 

• Rumi, Hafiz, and the Erasure of Islam 

• Defenders of Democracy (Election Sunday)

 UPCOMING SUNDAY SERVICES

October 11, 2020



ON-DEMAND DIGITAL LIBRARY 

Even during a pandemic, we will continue to free our 
minds and grow our souls; that’s why we are providing 
a robust digital library for Fountain Street members. 
You will have access to high-quality content for you to 
use on your own time, on your own terms. 

You’ll be able to enjoy a full suite of meditations, 
prayers, poetry, classes, and other activities recorded 
just for you by your ministers and lay leaders.  

Having a rough day? Head to our library and find the 
spiritual nourishment you need, just when you need it. 



In addition to our on-demand library, we will 
have various options for youth and children, 
including: 

• Zoom meet-ups 

• Multi-generational worship 

• Mindfulness classes 

• Human sexuality education 

• Toolkits with lessons 







For families and 
congregants of all ages.



SPIRITUALITY & CARE
Spiritual Care & Practice ministries at Fountain Street Church aim to support the flourishing of 
Life within and between us - across the lifespan and throughout the community.  We envision a 
interconnected community of care - a Caring Commons, to borrow and build on the words of 
Rev. Christopher - where the capacities within each and every for compassion, resilience and 
revolutionary love are nurtured, honed and shared. 

At present, Fountain Street Church offers the services of BeFrienders lay ministers, who have 
been trained in compassionate listening for short and long-term spiritual companionship.  
District Leaders serve as excellent connection and communication points for Fountain Street 
community members near you, geographically. 

Rev. Matthew is available for individual and group support.  Are you experiencing grief and loss, 
going through a period of celebration, struggle or transition?  Rev. Matthew would be honored 
to support you with tools of prayerful listening, spiritual direction and various somatic practices 
including music, movement and breathwork. 

Several of the practices mentioned above will be featured both in the Wednesday evening 
Grounding experiences and also in the on-demand video library accessible through the church 
website. 

In the future we envision group spiritual direction sessions to aid the Fountain Street 
communities in the work of discernment, healing, transformation. 



Fall 2020



We will continue to make a positive difference in our wider 
community. We will work to serve, raise awareness, as well as 
support and partner with people who face injustice. In addition to 
our social action grants, we will be engaged in the following: 

• Various activities around 2020 election 

• Anti-racism work 

• Samaritas partnership (working with refugee children at FSC) 

• Monthly Black Lives Matter rally 

CHANGING THE WORLD



• Monthly Screen Club: John Oliver’s Show 

• Classes 

• Book clubs 

• Resource library  

...Stay tuned for more





FSC 2020 STAFF



Support Fountain Street Church  through Amazon Smiles

 24 Fountain Street NE Grand Rapids, MI 49503   |  (616) 459-8386   |   office@fountainstreet.org 




