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C O N T E N T S

R E V .  W O O D E N  R E T I R E M E N T  C E L E B R A T I O N

A  FAREWELL  TO  FRED  AND  WENDY

Jo in  us  on  Sunday ,  March  29 th  as  we  honor  and  ce leb ra te  

Rev .  Dr .  F red  Wooden  and  h i s  and  h i s  wi fe  Wendy ' s  1 5  yea r s  o f

se r v i ce  to  FSC .6

19
C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  F E M I N I N E  S P I R I T  # E A C H F O R E Q U A L

INTERNATIONAL  WOMEN 'S  DAY  AT  FSC

Sunday ,  March  8th ,  f r om  10 :30AM - 1 :30PM  wi l l  f ea tu re  a

combined  se r v i ce  a t  10 :30AM  and  an  Expo  i n  the  Soc ia l  Ha l l .

Come  honor  the  women  i n  you r  l i f e .

C H I P  W A L L ,  F S C  G O V E R N I N G  B O A R D  C H A I R

1
FROM  THE  GOVERNING  BOARD

Impor tan t  updates  f r om  the  Founta in  St ree t  Church

Gove rn ing  Boa rd  -  i n fo rmat ion  YOU  need  to  know !

1 - 2  F S C  G o v e r n i n g  B o a r d
3  S e n i o r  M i n i s t e r
4  A  M o n t h  o f  S u n d a y s
5 - 6  I n t e r i m  C h a p e l  M i n i s t e r
7 - 8  M i n i s t e r  o f  S p i r i t u a l  L i f e  &  L e a r n i n g
9  M u s i c  a t  F o u n t a i n  S t r e e t  C h u r c h

1 0 - 1 3  S p r i n g  2 0 2 0  P u l p i t  S e r i e s
1 4 - 1 6  A r t  C o m m i t t e e  N e w s
1 7  U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
1 9 - 3 2  C o m m u n i t y  L i f e
3 3  C h u r c h  I n f o r m a t i o n

T h e  C h i m e s  E d i t o r :  V i rg in i a  Anzengrube r

C o v e r  P h o t o  b y :  B i l l  Thompson

http://fountainstreet.org/giving
https://www.fountainstreet.org/screen-club
https://www.fountainstreet.org/calendar
https://www.facebook.com/groups/740759483025194/


Invite the final candidate to engage in
contract negotiations with a team of
Search Committee and Governing Board
representatives, or
Extend the search process and ask the
Governing Board to prepare for an
interim period without a Senior
Minister.  

Spring Ahead! 
Well it’s almost here! The day we all look
forward to – Spring! March 19th is the
official start of Spring, but the recent
string of sunny days has me thinking
ahead to warmer months. Reminder that
Daylight Savings Time starts on 2AM on
Sunday, March 8th - so remember to
“spring” forward one hour.
 
We have lots going on at FSC, and perhaps
the most anticipated is the continued
search for a new Senior Minister. This is
an exciting time for all of us, and I
thought this would be a great time to
review some of what we will be facing in
our near future as an institution.  
 
After the Search Committee completes its
current round of interviews, they will
deliberate and decide whether to:

 
This is a process we have used before and
is fully explained in our Bylaws, which I
would like to highlight and review now, so
we are all informed and know what to
expect.   
 
Bylaw 1.1 (b) “Voting” member means any
person who is a member of the church
who has reached 14 and who, at the time
of voting membership census, has made a
financial contribution within the last
twelve months.  The term “member” is
understood to mean “voting member.”
 
Bylaw 1.1 (c) Voting membership census
shall be counted on the first business day
of the month PRIOR to the month of the
annual meeting or any special meeting.

FROM THE

GOVERNING BOARD

Chip Wall, Chair
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The Governing Board will rely on the
official register of members (known as the
“Book”) to help with this process. The
“Book” will be at the Governing Board
table in the Social Hall after the early
service and before and after the late
service with pledge envelopes, if you
would like to become a Voting Member in
advance of a Special Meeting to vote on a
new Senior Minister.
 
So, as an example only: If we were asked
to vote on a candidate for Senior Minister
on March 22nd, you would have to have
signed the Book, AND made a financial
contribution before February 1st, 2020. 
 
And if the vote for a Senior Minister was
scheduled to be voted on April 18, 2020
you would have to sign the book and make
a financial contribution by March 1, 2020. 
Please note that these dates are given only
for illustration of the bylaws for voting for
a senior minister. 
 
The Governing Board wants you to be an
informed electorate in our voting here at
FSC. For our members that are out of
town, or not able to be here in person we
will send out ballots for your voices to be
heard! The ballots will be sent out in
accordance with Bylaws at least 14 days
in advance of the congregational voting
with all absentee votes needed to be
received by the church office on the
Friday BEFORE the congregational vote.
Send your ballot in as soon as you get it to
be sure your ballot is counted. You will
receive a ballot, a ballot envelope and a
reply envelope for returning the ballot.
REMINDER: you must sign the reply
envelope, not the actual ballot.
Instructions will be detailed when ballots
are sent from the church office.
 
(Continued next page)
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Our Stewardship Committee has been working hard and is still reaching out to those that have
yet to make a financial pledge for this year. We are looking for your continued support in
making this year’s budget a reality! As we are moving forward to our future it is also our
responsibility to honor our past and celebrate Rev. Wooden and his fifteen years of service here
at FSC. 
 
Rev. Wooden has served us during our historic 150-year celebration this last year and has given
us a name for our core values “Free the Mind, Grow the Soul, Change the World”. He has
officiated at weddings of our loved ones, and been by our side during times of loss. He has
dedicated children into our community, and has given of his many talents, and made us think of
those around us. He supports the right to marry those we love, Black Lives Matter, and uses his
voice in our often too quiet community in social justice issues.
 
We will have a celebration of his service on March 29th following the Sanctuary service with
a reception in the Social Hall. Join us in sending Fred and Wendy off into their next phase
with a church-wide celebration of Fred's service.
 
I know, lots of information, but I wanted all to be as updated as possible as we Spring ahead!
 
As always, your Governing Board is here to serve, and we encourage your thoughts and
comments!
 
Warmest regards,
Chip Wall, FSC Board Chair
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SENIOR MINISTER

Rev. Dr. Fred Wooden
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We all know about the Ides of March,
the day when Julius Caesar was
murdered?  There are no heroes in
that story, as all parties were corrupt.
But, Caesar came out ahead in history.
His name became synonymous with
ruler, turning into Kaiser in Germany
and Tsar in Russia, and even Kayser-i
Rûm by the Ottoman Emperor.
 
According to Plutarch, one reason the
senators killed him was because he
was offered a crown, meaning the
chance to be king, which he nobly
declined but even so indicated the
power he held. That might be history’s
first recorded ‘humble brag.’ 
 
In this third of short essays on the
qualities churches need in their
spiritual leader, the subject is
modesty. Caesar’s refusal of the crown
may have been meant to show
modesty, but it was seen as the exact
opposite. Public displays of modesty
are genuine oxymorons, aren’t they?
“Please don’t” says the honoree,
bowing his head. “Stop!” she protests,
waving them away. But what they
mean is “Please don’t stop.”

We live in self-promotional times, I
know. The new ‘gig economy’ means
more people are self-employed; and
that means constantly ‘curating’ your
brand and using social media to get
attention and ‘likes.’ Modesty in this
world makes no sense. Hide your light
under a bushel and no one even knows
you’re there. If a podcast fell in a
forest would it make a sound?
 
I do not mean being invisible. I mean
being (ahem) transparent. When I used
that term before it meant being fully
visible to those you serve. This time I
mean it in reverse, that the
clergyperson makes the church fully
visible in their work. To be poetic and
all, your principle clergyperson should
shine light on the church - not be in
the spotlight themselves.
 
Transparency, accountability, and
modesty are three of the four qualities
every church should seek in their
principle clergyperson.  
 
One more to go.  
 
-WFW-
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REV. DR. FRED WOODEN SPEAKING
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"Hello Central, Give Me Dr. Jazz" | Rev. Dr. Fred Wooden
While WFW is a classical music fan, it was classical jazz that he
grew up with, the music that preceded swing and everything
since.  We will have some church with a particular nod to Harlem
of the 1930's and 1940's.   

M A R C H  1 S T

"International Women's Day" Celebrating The Feminine Spirit
This will be a festive Worship Service in the Sanctuary featuring an
International Welcome of Women's Voices, a Native Tribal
Drumming Group, Women Spiritual Leaders, the Grand Rapids
Women's Chorus, a Global Teen Activists Presentation, and more.

M A R C H  8 T H

"Beware the Ives of March" | Rev. Dr. Fred Wooden 
You read that right. The uniquely American Composer, Charles
Ives, was a noted Organist and WFW's remarks grow from this
youthful spoof on a familiar patriotic tune. Our very own, Jonathan
Tuuk, will be the featured Musician of the day.

M A R C H  1 5 T H

"Eight is Enough" | Rev. Dr. Fred Wooden
Another work by a young Composer, this time the young Felix
Mendelsohn, and his breakout piece for String Octet, and thoughts
from WFW on genius and prodigies in general.

M A R C H  2 2 N D

"Praise Be" | Rev. Dr. Fred Wooden 
We don't generally say that around here. The very idea of a "praise
band" makes us shudder. And yet, some of the most beautiful of
sacred music is exactly that. Does Liberal religion have reason to
praise? The Perugino String Quartet and Sopranos Sarah Allmon
and Sarah Faasse will join the Adult Choir in praises composed by
Haydn and Mozart.

M A R C H  2 9 T H
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S U N D A Y S  9 : 3 0 A M

F SC
CH A P E L

R E V .  A N D Y

D E B R A B E R

I N T E R I M  C H A P E L  M I N I S T E R

Waking Up in the Middle of the Night
Mind-Altering Substances
The State of “Flow” in the Act of Creating 
Deprivation & Fasting
Ecstatic Dance & Movement
Music & Drumming

During Lent this year (March 1-April 5), Chapel will focus on how altered states of consciousness are
created, how they impact us individually, and how they can shape us communally.
 
Traditionally Lent, the 40 days prior to Easter, is a time when Christians have embraced forms of self-
discipline that move toward the emergence of new life or resurrection at Easter. This is, of course,
not something exclusively Christian. People have always used the late winter months to prepare
themselves and the ground for the blossoming of life in the spring.
 
So what are the ways that we can loosen the soil of our lives? How can we plant seeds of new life?
What practices have the potential to open us to growth and deeper connections in body, mind, heart,
and soul. Among the topics we will explore:

 
If you are seeking some new aspect of life, a deeper taste of personal and social resurrection, come
join us each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. as we live into our promise: “You can create the life of deeper
meaning & greater value your heart desires. Help is available. It will take practice.”

A L T E R E D  S T A T E S  O F  C O N S C I O U S N E S S

THE CHIMES MARCH 2020 5



FSC CHAPEL COMMUNITY
C R E A T I N G  A  L I F E  O F  D E E P E R  M E A N I N G  &  G R E A T E R  V A L U E

Every Sunday offers a time of guided meditation, taking us places we

didn’t know we could go

We practice pluralism, honoring the distinct wisdom and traditions of

many peoples who seek life beyond self-interest

We honor the seasons of the year, the rhythms of nature, and festivals

from around the world

Tackling our fears and challenging issues of the day feeds our souls

We celebrate and practice social justice

Our vulnerability is real as we share our joys, struggles, and stories with

one another courageously and safely

The art from our community envelops us with beauty, grace, and

challenge

To sing the most incredible songs from the past 60 years with our

amazing Chapel Band

Moving participatory communal rituals open us up to new truths 

To embrace old friends and to make new ones

For a cup full of really good coffee

Diverse teachings that are conversational, inspirational, and image-rich

We walk away with something unexpected that makes lives better

We are reminded to take responsibility for our lives and to be creative

in doing so, including asking those around us for help

     and healing

People come to our weekly Chapel Service for all kinds of reasons:

EVERY SUNDAY 9:30AM

THE CHIMES MARCH 20206



FROM THE MINISTER

FOR SPIRITUAL LIFE

& LEARNING

Rev. Christopher Roe
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Lots Going on in The Character School!
We have so much going on in The Character School that it  felt  important to give you a
heads up so that your family can plan to participate as much as possible through the
month of March.  From Earth justice to International  Women's Day to farewell
celebrations,  you wil l  want to carve out as much time as possible to journey with us
through this eventful  month.  Take a minute to see what is  ahead, and as always,  please
don't  hesitate to reach out with questions,  ideas,  or support for any of the programs
and events!  
 
Sunday, March 1 – Social  Action Composting Workshop
On Sunday,  March 1 ,  The Character School and Tower Club wil l  get an up close and
personal encounter with the Social  Action Committee through a workshop on
composting.  Through video,  demonstration,  and even games,  students wil l  learn not
only the basics of proper composting and recycling,  but also the ways in which
Fountain Street Church can maximize its potential  for contributing a greener and more
environmental ly just world.
 
Sunday, March 8 – International Women’s Day Celebration Service
In honor of International  Women’s Day,  the women of Fountain Street Church is proud
to present a community service honoring the occasion.  There wil l  be no regular
programs in The Character School,  as famil ies are encouraged to attend this service,
complete with lots of guest music,  special  reflections,  and a wide range of girls  and
women sharing their gifts to make this service memorable and beautiful .  
 
Sunday, March 15 – “The Magical Arrow” – Wisdom from the Sikh Tradition  
We finish our unit  on Peacemakers by exploring wisdom from the Sikh tradition.  As we
review what it  means to be a peacemaker and what the common threads were that
united historic peacemakers,  we wil l  begin to introduce ideas of inner peace and
peaceable communities in anticipation of our next unit .  Don’t  miss this f inal  lesson in a
moving unit!
 
Sunday, March 22 – Recognition Brunch Potluck for “Ms. Wendy” Wooden
Please plan to join us on Sunday,  March 22 at 11 :00AM in The Social  Hall  for a
celebration and recognition of “Ms.  Wendy!”  Everyone is encouraged to bring a 
brunch-y item to share,  as well  as thoughtful  cards and tokens of appreciation for her
many years of profound service to our learning programs. This is  open to al l  chi ldren,
youth,  AND PARENTS who have been impacted by Wendy’s generous spirit  and service,
so please spread the word!
 
Sunday, March 29 – Recognition Service and Reception for Fred Wooden
On Sunday,  March 29 there wil l  be no programs in The Character School,  Tower Club,
or Fountain Club as we gather as one congregation and community to recognize the
ministry and retirement of Rev.  Dr.  Fred Wooden. The service wil l  be f i l led with music
and words of celebration,  and wil l  be fol lowed by a festive celebration and reception in
The Social  Hall .  Al l  famil ies are encouraged to attend this “one-service-Sunday” and
recognize Fred and Wendy.

THE CHIMES MARCH 2020 7
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Celebrating & Recognizing the Impact of “Ms. Wendy” Wooden
 
I  do hope that you, your children,  and your friends who have known Ms. Wendy wil l
plan to join us on Sunday,  March 22nd at 11 :00AM in The Social  Hall  for a special
recognition and celebration brunch potluck.  Ms.  Wendy is deeply humble and does not
l ike a lot of  attention,  so this is  the closest we could get to a format that brings
everyone together to thank her without it  being too "over-the-top."  I  am inviting
everyone to bring cards,  simple tokens of appreciation if  desired,  and a brunch-y dish
to share.  
 
I  would also l ike everyone to consider supporting our recognition gift  for Ms.  Wendy
in the form of donations to a "Wendy Woody Resource Library."  Ms.  Wendy has been
nothing shy of a powerhouse behind the scenes,  and admittedly that is  where she is
most comfortable.  She is  also an avid collector and sharer of quality children's
l iterature,  often incorporating her own favorite stories into our curriculum. She has
generously given me a l ist  of  her favorite stories,  as well  as the types of books she
feels our collection should have,  and we have purchased a book cart to f i l l  with books
in her honor that wil l  be used for years to come. This is  truly a way that she wil l
always be a resource to our children.
 
You can support this effort either by donating new books that your family believes
would best honor Ms.  Wendy, or by throwing in some money to help with the purchase
of these new books.  There wil l  be a donation box located on the second f loor by the
elevator for the next month as we work to raise the funds necessary to honor Ms.
Wendy in a way we al l  felt  was most befitt ing of her years of service to our children
and youth.
 
Al l  church members are encouraged support this meaningful  legacy in Ms.  Wendy’s
honor,  and are encouraged to bring cards and tokens of appreciation on Sunday,  March
22nd during the potluck or fol lowing the 11 :00AM Service.  
 
I f  you have any questions or ideas,  please do not hesitate to reach out,  and please
expect more information about the brunch and gift  as we get closer!  
 
My best,
Rev.  Christopher Roe
Minister for Spiritual  Life and Learning

THE CHIMES MARCH 20208



COME SING WITH US!
The new year is a great time to join the FSC Adult choir. We rehearse on Thursdays from 7-

9PM and sing most Sundays with a rehearsal at 10AM to prepare for the 11:00AM Service.

Childcare can be provided if you need it. We are in particular need of a few more tenors and

will welcome with open arms any new singers who want to join us. 

 

The FSC Adult Choir rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 7:00PM in the choir room. If you
are new to choir this year, contact Linda Jones at ljones@fountainstreet.org to let her
know of your interest. 
 

Also, if you need child care provided to facilitate your involvement in the choir, let her know

that, as well.

MUS IC  PROGRAM  NEWS
L i nd a  J on e s ,  I n t e r im  Cho i r  D i r e c t o r

UPCOM ING  CONCERT :

THE CHIMES MARCH 2020 9

THE HANDBELL CHOIR IS LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!
Email Kristin at kristi.mayer@gmail.com for more information about this unique choir!

https://www.facebook.com/events/940205799712347/
https://www.facebook.com/events/fountain-street-church/tuba-christmas-rehearsal-and-concert-2019/2349780665077870/
https://www.fountainstreet.org/music-programs
https://www.fountainstreet.org/music-programs
https://lh-st.com/shows/03-21-2020-josh-ritter/?fbclid=IwAR1MMbyHm_3gB7PEQ1sbJv-2PCbESTtww6qeQuDe2Ec7wc59bId4VNCe3jM
https://www.facebook.com/events/fountain-street-church/tuba-christmas-rehearsal-and-concert-2019/2349780665077870/
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Hiroshima Children’s Drawings at Fountain Street Church 

 

Following a highly publicized test of atomic bombs in late 1947, All Souls

Unitarian Church in Washington D.C. collected more than a half ton of school

supplies and sent them to Honkawa Elementary School in Hiroshima, Japan.

More than two years after the atomic blast there, the school still had no

desks, windows, or heat, let alone art supplies. Not long after the supplies

arrived, the children conveyed their thanks by sending two portfolios of

nearly a hundred crayon and watercolor drawings to the church. The gift

soon attracted national attention and in 1948 the U.S. State Department

borrowed the portfolios and sent them on a nationwide tour. 

 

One portfolio was lost in the tour and those returned to the church went into

storage. In 2005, members of All Souls arranged to preserve the brittle, aging

drawings and create reproductions which could travel again.  Now, seventy-

five years after the bombing, forty-eight of the Hiroshima Children’s Drawings

will be on display at Fountain Street Church. The drawings are filled with

color and demonstrate the remarkable optimism of children who had lost so

much in the war. 

 

The exhibit opens May 3rd and closes June 21st. 
A 1-hour documentary film, Pictures from a Hiroshima Schoolyard, tells the
full story of the drawings and what happened to the children who created
them. More information and screening times on the following pages.
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LISTENING AT THE FIRE PODCAST

FREE Yoga | Wednesdays 6:30PM | FSC Social Hall

UPCOMING EVENTS AT A GLANCE
3/6 Laughfest Presents: Miranda Sings w Colleen Ballinger
3/7 Laughfest Presents: Justin Willman: Magic In Real Life
3/8 FSC Women's Service and Expo
3/9 FSC Screen Club: Kidding, Wealthy Theatre
3/14 Laughfest Presents: Fortune Feimster
3/15 Irish Soup Luncheon, Social Hall
3/21 WYCE Presents: Josh Ritter, Sanctuary
3/28 Welcome to Night Vale LIVE, Sanctuary
3/29 Farewell to Fred and Wendy, Social Hall
4/9 4Arts 1GR Event, Sanctuary
4/19 Reverence for Life + Animal Expo
4/19 FSC Matinee Meet-up Fun(d)raiser
4/25 Fountain Club Alternative Prom, Social Hall
5/3 Hiroshima Art Reception, Keeler Gallery
5/3-5/17 Secret Service Auction Fun(d)raiser
5/8-5/9 Warm Cheese One-Woman Show, Chapel
6/7 2nd Annual FSC Pride Celebration

THE CHIMES MARCH 2020 17
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AT FSC
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SUSTAINABLE INVESTMENT FORUM AT FSC
Sustainability Investing is a relatively new and

rapidly growing area of investing. It can be a

powerful tool used to influence corporate

practices and positively impact the environment.

A forum on investing sustainably will be held
on Wednesday, April 29, at 7:00PM in Room
109 at Fountain Street Church.
 

Have you ever wondered how you can invest your
personal resources in a socially responsible way?
 

Answering that question is the purpose of this

forum. Information will be given on SRI in general

as well as on specific funds that have high ratings

for being socially responsible. This is by no means

a selling/marketing effort, it is for information

purposes only. We do hope, however, that you will

be encouraged after this forum to invest at least

some of your funds in a socially responsible.

Please RSVP to Kim at
kras@fountainstreet.org.

VOLUNTEERING AT GOD'S KITCHEN 2020
Happy New Year, my friends and fellow Fountain

Streeters! Another year has zoomed on by and

suddenly it's 2020! Oh my! Looking forward to

another year of lending our helping hands to folks

who need, and so appreciate us, on the first

Monday of every month* from 11AM until 2:30ish.!

 

If you can fit this easy and definitely rewarding

commitment into your schedule, you will be

joining a dedicated and jolly group of folks who

work like a well-oiled machine and often cap the

afternoon with a trip to Founders afterward for

great sandwiches, great  beer, and

scintillating conversation about any number of

subjects; FSC-related and otherwise. Please

resolve to be a part of our group in 2020! If you
can no longer commit, please let Carolyn

Matheson know at (586) 212-7437
or mathesonkid1@yahoo.com.

 

Make 2020 the Year of Seeing Clearly!

*Mar. 2nd, Apr. 6th, May 4th, June 1st, July 6th,
Aug. 3rd, Sept. 7th, Oct. 5th, Nov. 2nd, & Dec. 7th.
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COMMUN I TY  L I F E
f o un t a i n s t r e e t ,o r g / i n t e r e s t -g r oup s

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY: 
CELEBRATING THE FEMININE SPIRIT
This event will be taking place at FSC on Sunday,

March 8th, from 10:30AM-1:30PM, with a festive

Worship Service in the Sanctuary featuring an

International Welcome of Women's Voices, a

Native Tribal Drumming Group, Women Spiritual

Leaders, the Grand Rapids Women's Chorus, a

Global Teen Activists Presentation, and more. An

Information Outreach Expo will take place in the

Social Hall before and after the Worship Service.

Save the date and come join us!

FAMILY PROMISE POTLUCK UPDATE
Thanks to everyone who participated in the

Family Promise Potluck put on by the district

leaders . There was an update by our Build

Guild on two mobile homes they rehabbed

for Partners in Housing at Family Promise .

 

A collection was taken and $510.77 was
given to Family Promise and it will be used

for basic items such as food, bedding and
household necessities.

 

They were very grateful and love Fountain

Street and everything we do for the families .

 

Our Build Guild received $255.38 for the next
Family Promise mobile home renovation.

 

Thanks again , Sue Chapla .

SAVE THE DATE! FAREWELL TO REV. WOODEN
A Worship Service and Reception honoring the

tenure of Rev. Dr. W. Frederick Wooden on

Sunday, March 29, 2020 in a combined single

service at 11:00AM. Following the service of

recognition, gather in the Social Hall for festive

food, toasts, and words from our community.

Please stay tuned for more information.



CELEBRATING THE
FEMININE SPIRIT

FOUNTAIN STREET CHURCH

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2020SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2020
10:30AM



Invite one final candidate to engage in contract negotiations with a team of Search Committee and

Governing Board representatives OR

Extend the search process and ask the Governing Board to prepare for an interim period without a Senior

Minister

AN UPDATE FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER SEARCH COMMITTEE:
 

Where We Are Now
February was the busiest month yet for the Search Team. We met for many, many hours to conduct in-depth

interviews with top candidates. The questions we asked came directly from our conversations with over 300

Fountain Streeters. Here are just some of the questions we asked:

 

Building Community: How have you “built community” in your previous congregations? 

Growing FSC: What do you see as the greatest challenge for liberal churches like FSC? What opportunities do

you see for growing our membership?

Worship Leadership: How would you approach our two very distinct worship services? What sources do you

use for your sermons? 

Small Group Ministry: Describe your approach to small group ministry.Social Justice: What social justice issues

are priorities for you? How does politics enter into the work of a senior minister? 

Professional Life and Beliefs: What was your path into the ministry? What made you decide to apply for this

position?

Leadership: Describe your leadership style with staff. How will you empower congregants and groups?

Personal Qualities: We also listened “between the lines” for evidence of high enthusiasm, collegiality, excellent

listening skills, general “openness” and personal warmth—all qualities you said are important to you.

 

What’s Next
We are preparing for two possible outcomes. After we complete the current round of interviews, we will
deliberate and decide whether to: 

 

These are exciting times for Fountain Street. Stay tuned to the Chimes and Friday Flash for more details and
updates. You’ll be the first to know!
 

Again, we thank you for your many expressions of hope and encouragement over these many months.

Senior Minister Search Committee: Buzz Wynbeek, Marty Arnold, Todd Fettig, Sharon Morley, Bob Chapla, Tim

Chester, Lydia Stubbs, Gary Eberly, and Bryan Walters
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REVERENCE FOR LIFE SUNDAY: APRIL 19, 2020
Our Annual Reverence for Life Sunday joins both services together and is held at 11AM on April 19th in the

Sanctuary. This service is for the entire family. The program celebrates the ancient ritual of creation, Earth Day

and our relationship to animals of all kinds. Bring your well-behaved animal companion to church. If your family

doesn't have one, the children may bring a favorite stuffed animal. At the end of the Service, animals may be

brought up for a blessing. The Animal Expo will take place in the Social Hall 10AM-1PM.





GOT YOUR PADDLES READY? FSC KAYAK CLUB STARTS 12TH SEASON!!
Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 22 from 2:00-5:00PM for our Annual Spring 2020 Kick-off
at Brewery Vivant (925 Cherry St. S.E.). Come socialize with us to learn more about the joy of 

kayaking on Michigan’s waterways!This event includes a slide show of 2019’s best kayaking 

photographs and several kayaks to admire. FSC Kayak Club T-shirt orders will be taken. This year’s 

schedule will be presented (including our exciting camping/kayaking trip) and questions will be

answered. Please, contact Jim Winter-Troutwine (616-822-9491), Jay Fowler (616-490-9748) or Dolli Lutes (616-

453-3539) for more info. See you on March 22nd!
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https://www.fountainstreet.org/fsc-kayak-club
http://fountainstreet.org/tickets


http://fountainstreet.org/tickets


SUPPORT FSC, REDUCE YOUR TAX BILL
If you are age 70 1/2 or older and have an

Individual Retirement Account (IRA), you may

qualify for a Qualified Charitable Distribution

(QCD). Once a person turns age 70 1/2, the IRS

requires a minimum amount be withdrawn

from their IRA each year -- this Required

Minimum Distribution (RMD) is taxable as

ordinary income. However, eligible charitably-

minded members and friends of FSC may

elect to have all or a portion of their RMD sent

directly to FSC (as an annual pledge to

support ongoing operations or to support the

Fountain Street Foundation). This direct

charitable contribution from your IRA to the

Church or any other charitable cause may lead

to reduced taxes. If you have questions about

this opportunity, please reach out to any

member of the Stewardship Committee,

Governing Board or Foundation Board.

PRIDE CELEBRATION PARTICIPANTS
The FSC Pride Circle is looking for LGBTQ+

Fountain Streeters to participate in the Pride
Celebration on June 7, 2020. If you or someone
you know has a message to share or a story to

tell, we'd love to hear it. Contact Danny
at dheck@fountainstreet.org for info.

WOMEN'S INTERGENERATIONAL BOOK GROUP
Join us 1-2:30PM in Rm. 101 to discuss these books:

 

March 23rd: Next Year in Havana 

by Chanel Cleeton

April 27th: The Silent Patient
by Alex Michaelides

May 18th: The Trouble with Goats and Sheep 

by Joanna Cannon

June 22nd: The Dollmaker by Harriett Arnow
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BEFRIENDERS ARE HERE FOR YOU!
Have you ever wondered about the Befriender

Ministry here at Fountain Street Church? We are

a group of individuals who have gone through

special training as a “listening presence“ for

folks on the rough journey which is life. Reasons

people seek us out are varied, including a death

in the family, job loss, a serious medical

diagnosis or major life event. We are here to

“care” and not “cure” through a compassionate,

respectful non judgmental listening presence.

Complete confidentiality assured and available

for as long as needed. The holidays are over!

Sometimes we are left with many feelings when

holidays end. It can be a lonely time. Befriender

Ministers can help untangle the knot of feelings

that occur during a chilly month without much

sun. It can be a time for reflection on

relationships and the year ahead. If you would
like a friendly ear to listen, please call Mary

Moore at 616-552-2925.

FSC MEN'S POKER AND CONVERSATION
We are welcoming men to enjoy an evening

of cards and discussion. This is always a

pleasing event, with entertaining cards, good

conversation and resolution of the world’s

issues. All of this in one evening! We meet on

the 2nd Wednesday of the month from 

6–9PM, downstairs in RM 101. All opinions and

poker skills are welcome. Poker is for low

stakes. For more information contact Lynn
at 269.274.5807 or lynn@bcparkshore.net.

VIEW 150TH ANNIVERSARY SCRAPBOOK!
Stop by the Narthex or Social Hall and take

some time to page through the “Scrapbook of

Events” developed by the 150th Committee to

memorialize FSC’s 150th Year Celebration.

We’ve included posters and pictures from

most of the events planned by the 150th

Committee. View the booklet online at:
fountainstreet.org/fsc150 CHAPEL ART EXHIBIT THROUGH MARCH 8TH

Renee Therriault and the Chapel community
are proud to announce a new show: the artwork

of Bux Dhyne. These provocative portraits and
vintage collages are on now open to view.

https://www.fountainstreet.org/smsc




BRING YOUR SPARTAN RECEIPTS/BOXTOPS
Bring your Family Fare, D&W Fresh Market, and

Forest Hills Foods receipts in to the black box

near the elevator in the FSC Lobby to help our

local food pantry receive a $1,000 grant from

Spartan Stores! We're also always collecting

Box Tops for Education!

SUNDAY ON TUESDAY
The DVD of the FSC Sunday morning 11:00AM

Worship Service is shown every Tuesday at

1:15PM at Porter Hills in the Gallery. Our

Minister of Visitation, Rev. Dr. David Lee

Smith, has been going to Porter Hills every

Tuesday for over 10 years. We have several

loyal FSCers who love getting together to view

this Worship Service. The music, sermon,

member speakers, and surprise elements, are

all appreciated. Please consider joining the

group -- and spread the word to those who

might be interested!

MEMORIAL TILES AVAILABLE
Commemorate a loved one who has passed,

as well as help protect the Fountain Street

Church building for the next 150 years.

Memorial Tiles are currently available for order.

Tiles are installed in the Memorial Tower

Room as a permanent remembrance of your

beloved FSC member or friend. All proceeds

are a donation to the FSC Foundation Fund,

which is used to protect, maintain, and

improve our beautiful and historic building.

Brochures are available at the Church Office
or by calling Randy Allaben at 616-915-5148.

WE NEED SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS
We are looking for Sunday volunteers of all

kinds! Follow the link and sign up to volunteer

where you can best serve the FSC

congregation! signupgenius.com/go/80508
4EA8AA2BA5F94-sunday

DISTRICT LEADERS COORDINATE AND
CONNECT AT FSC (AKA: BEYOND SUNDAY

SHARED MINISTRY)
What are “DISTRICTS” at Fountain Street

Church? From the moment you step into

Fountain Street Church, you belong to

something without even having to sign up –

one of our six “DISTRICTS.” These are the areas

around West Michigan in which most of our

congregants live. Districts offer you an easy

way to meet folks you may already have

something in common with. They will be your

closest Fountain Street neighbors! Through

the Districts, you will begin to meet and get to

know people at FSC in a small group setting

and have the opportunity to become involved

as your time/individual interests dictate. Why

have Districts? To expand social and

community development at FSC by

connecting members within a specific

geographical area/zip code. (Ex: gathering for

a meal at a restaurant, or hosting a District

social  gathering at your home). Caring for

fellow District members in need of a meal,

rides to appointments, etc. To promote the

values of Fountain Street Church.

 

What District do you live in? Ask the Greeter

at the Welcome Desk each Sunday, located

by the Coat Closet or contact Melissa at

mhoezee@fountainstreet.org to be

connected with your District Leader!

USHERS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
The Ushers are looking for individuals to join

their group. They primarily need individuals to

greet people at the door with the Order of

Service and help during the Offering. What is

the commitment? If you are attending the

11AM Service on Sunday, then you can help

out. Pretty simple. If you are considering

joining a group at FSC, our group is low keyed

and friendly. This is an opportunity to meet

and get to know fellow Fountain Streeters.

If you are interested, contact Jack Petiet
at jbpetiet@gmail.com or talk to him in
the Narthex prior to the Service.
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What is the Silent Auction? It's a great opportunity for you to offer your skills, talents, all in
the name of fun and fellowship. This is a chance for FSC to connect in yet another way that
also will help to raise funds toward our stewardship campaign!   
 
Can you cook? Could you walk a dog? Like to garden, paint, offer a cottage stay, host a pool
party?  So, no matter what you want to offer we have a place for you in our silent auction, get
your creative juices flowing, services are offered anonymously. We will start the silent
auction bidding on May 1st, 10th and 17th.  
 
Fill out your donation form by April 19th. Forms will also be available at the Welcome
Desk at church. Just drop off at the Church Office or give to one of the planning team for this
event: Jon Spalding, Patti Johnson or Paul Arnold.
 
Donations are accepted with the following understanding: 
• All proceeds will benefit general operations of the church.  
• This auction is limited to services.  
• While we appreciate all donations, the Auction Committee may need to limit the number of
services offered. 
• The Auction Committee cannot guarantee your donation will sell at or above the estimated
value. 
• Winning bidders must contact donors to arrange for services to be rendered. 
• All services should be rendered within one year (May 1, 2021), unless another date is
specified by the donor and agreed to by both the donor and the bidder. 
• There can be only one winner for each offering unless noted.  
 
Important Information for Donors: Thank you for your contribution to the Fountain Street
Church Service Auction! Gifts such as yours play an important part in supporting our vibrant
church community. The value of your service donation is tax deductible. You will receive a
letter acknowledging your donation; however, the Stewardship Committee is unable to
determine the value of your contribution. Consult your tax advisor.

http://fountainstreet.org/auction




Screen Club
OF FOUNTAIN STREET CHURCH

It's like a Book Club that you can binge watch.

All FSC Screen Club events are free & open to the public. 
 

You watch the shows at your own pace, on your own
schedule. Once a month we will meet to talk about them. 

 
It’s like a Book Club that you can binge watch.

fountainstreet.org/screen-club

March 9, 2020
 
 

April 27, 2020
 
 

May 11, 2020

Kidding
 
 

Star Trek: Picard
 
 

What We Do In the Shadows

Fountain Off Fountain Presents:

MICRO CINEMA AT WEALTHY THEATRE
Register & find more info at fountainstreet.org/screen-club

http://fountainstreet.org/screen-club
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Governing Board
All Governing Board Meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month from 7:00-8:30PM in Room 109. Your
questions and/or comments may be addressed to the Governing Board at boardsecretary@fountainstreet.org. 
Governing Board updates, including meeting minutes at fountainstreet.org/governing-board.
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