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November 22, 2015 

 

Hello Fellow Fountain Streeters! 

It is my honor to be completing my two-year term as your Governing Board Chair.   

The annual report includes information about many of the things that have been going on at Fountain Street 
Church this past year.  Among the highlights were the following: 

 A new Envisioning Committee was formed and is in the process of leading the effort to 
develop a strategic plan for the Church for the next 10-15 years; 

 Brian Van Kley was hired as our Director of Congregational Services, where Brian will both 
manage our office staff and lead our communications and stewardship efforts, freeing up 
our ministers to more fully focus on their ministries; 

 The Oversight Committee completed a comprehensive evaluation of our Senior Minister 
and began an assessment of our 10-year history using the policy governance model; 

 Over 17,000 people visited the Church for our highly regarded ArtPrize exhibition; 

 The early Chapel service continued to grow under the leadership of Rev. Hubbard; 

 We took Fountain Street Church "on the road" with a service at Frederick Meijer Gardens; 

 Character School successfully updated its sexuality education program utilizing Rev. 
Barnum's training in the Our Whole Lives program; 

 Engineering work began on a lift for people who have difficulty navigating the stairs 
between the Tower Room and the Social Hall; 

 By year-end, we will have contributed over $50,000, along with hundreds of volunteer 
hours, to numerous organizations in West Michigan; and 

 We operated under a balanced budget for the second consecutive year. 
 

On behalf of the entire Governing Board, thank you for allowing us to serve FSC this year. 

 

Bryan Walters, Chair 

Gary Eberle, Vice Chair 

David Dorr, Secretary 

Tim Creamer, Treasurer 

Kirsten Lundeen, At-Large Member, Officers Committee 

 

Paul Arnold 

Jean Reed Bahle 

Michael Crawford 

Karen Dunnam 

Amber Fox 

Carol Kooistra 

Russ Lampen 

Michael May 

Janet Peterson 

Beth Wilbur 



                                                                                               FSC Annual Report, 2016 

2 

Guiding Documents of the Church 

 
Vision and Mission Statements 
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Vision Statement 

 

We strive to be a vibrant church community that challenges individuals to craft their own spiritual 
journeys and to engage in creative and responsible action in the world. 

  

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

 

Ours is a loving, supportive, prophetic, and joyful community. We welcome people of all ages, races, 
backgrounds, lifestyles, and viewpoints. 
  

We build on the wisdom of tradition, but are never satisfied that any practice, belief, or institution is 
set for all time. 

  

We challenge every individual and our larger community to cultural, intellectual and spiritual growth, 
honoring the creative tension between tradition and change, intellect and spirit, individual and 
community, science and faith, as the crucible for testing and refining beliefs. 

  

Acting on these ideals, we: 

  

Worship, learn, lead, and play; 

Maintain FSC as a beacon for liberal religion and a haven for discussion and action 
regardless of controversy; 

Build on our tradition of nurture and appreciation for the artistic, cultural and 
intellectual fruits of the human mind and hand; 

Serve and enhance the church community by financial support and sharing our 
talents in an open and democratic structure; and 

Bring social justice and compassionate support to the larger community and the 
world. 
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2015 Congregational Meeting 

 

 
Minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting 



                                                                                               FSC Annual Report, 2016 

5 

Fountain Street Church 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

November 23, 2014 
 

1. Call to Order                         Bryan Walters   
The meeting was called to order at 12:20 P.M. by the Governing Board chair, Bryan Walters. 

 
2. Opening Remarks & Welcome                    Bryan Walters 
  
Following a brief prayer, Bryan welcomed the members to this annual meeting. He posed the question: “What 
does FSC look like in the 21st century? He expressed optimism about the opportunities that await us. He 
pointed out several positives about FSC: 

 The rich tradition and compelling message of FSC. 
 The resources needed to go forward are available – building, financial and especially the human 

resources. 
 The church is debt free.  

 
Bryan also pointed out some of the highlights of the past year: 

 Social action and our outreach to the community 
 The new website 
 A balanced budget 
 The revitalized pledge campaign under Michael May 
 The 30,000 ArtPrize visitors 
 The Oversight Committee’s work on the Senior Minister evaluation 

 
3. Annual Meeting Minutes of November 24, 2013                   Bryan Walters 
 
 MOTION was made by Carol Kooistra and seconded by Geoff Kempter to approve the minutes of the 2013 
Annual Meeting. Motion passed.  
 
4. Recognition of Inspectors of the Election                 Bryan Walters  
 Wes Beck, Dick Harris and Norm Tubbs were presented as the election inspectors. 
 
5. Final Call for Ballots                     Bryan Walters     
  
 A final call for ballots was made. 

The following are the candidates who have been nominated to serve on the Governing Board: Paul 
Arnold, Jean Bahle, Michael Crawford (incumbent), Kirsten Lundeen, Michael May, Mark Olthoff, Beth 
Wilbur (incumbent) and Erica Wisniewski O’Brien 

Jim Anderson was nominated to serve on the Foundation Board. 

6. Recognition of Governing Board & Foundation Members 

Completing Terms of Office                   Bryan Walters 

 The following are completing their terms of office: 

Governing Board     Foundation Board 

  Jim Anderson      Chris Caldwell 
  Michael Crawford     Judy Weersing 
  Dick Harris 
  Jack Petiet 
  Beth Wilbur 
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The congregation thanked these members for their service to FSC. 

 

7. FSC Foundation Report                             Win Irwin   

Win Irwin, chair of the Foundation Board, explained the focus of the Foundation: 

 To act as stewards for the sound investment of the endowment 

 To be the primary resource for capital improvements and upkeep of the church building 

 To oversee the contributions and grants within the general endowment and special designated 
funds 

Win pointed out that the endowment which stands at $3,536,200 is under the management of Morgan 
Stanley Smith Barney. These investments have performed well. 

With the guidance of the Properties Committee and funding from the Foundation, the church undertook an 
$800,000 update of our HVAC system this year.  

The Foundation Board encourages the congregation to become members of the Liberal Legacy Society so 
that we can build the endowment and insure the future financial health of Fountain Street. 

 

8. Camp Meeting Song                Gary Eberle  

Gary Eberle with the assistance of fellow choir members, Charlie Gallmeyer and Kirsten Lundeen led the 
congregation in a rousing song about Fountain Street. 

 

9. Financial Reports & Presentation of Proposed 2015 Budget        Jim Anderson 

The treasurer of the Board, Jim Anderson, reviewed the finances for 2014. The budget is based on 
promised pledge income and the Governing Board is committed to a balanced budget. He pointed out that 
the Social Action grants are not a part of the budget but come from undesignated plate income. They gave 
$35,000 back to the community this year. 

Our cash on hand at the end of September was $147,000 and is expected to be about $140,000 at 
year’s end. We need to increase the amount of this uncommitted cash to $250,000 or more.  

Our giving has increased but pledges remain below the average of other downtown churches. This 
year’s pledge campaign has designated the following for increased funding if the goal of $986,000 is 
reached. 

 Office management 

 Communications 

 Education 

 Music  

 General programming 

(Continued on page 7) 
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This proposed budget would provide for a full time music director and would raise the Senior Minister’s 
salary among other items. 

 The Governing Board will carefully monitor the budget and will reduce expenditures as needed.  

 The treasurer asked for a motion to accept this presentation of the budget. 

MOTION was made by Edie McCargar and seconded by Grant Lynn to accept the presentation of the 
proposed 2015 budget. Motion passed. 

 

10. Recognition of Congregant Volunteers               Lyza Ingraham 

 Lyza noted the contributions of the many volunteers at FSC. She then recognized the following persons: 

 Judith Kienitz – Tour Guide, Women’s Association 

 Liz Reynolds – Office, Volunteer Management Team, Greeter 

 Kristin Loch – Orange District Leader for 8 years; helps wherever there is a need 

 Mark Saint Amour – Greeter, Leader of the Young Adult Group, Arbor Circle 

 Each of these volunteers was given a token of appreciation. 

 

11. Report of Election Results                    Bryan Walters 

 The following members were elected to serve on the Governing Board: 

 Paul Arnold 

 Jean Bahle 

 Michael Crawford 

 Kirsten Lundeen 

 Michael May 

 Jim Anderson was elected to serve on the Foundation Board:   

 

12. Benediction                    Rev. Elizabeth Barnum 

 Rev. Elizabeth Barnum gave the benediction and asked that faith, love and joy guide us. 

 

13. Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at 1:05 P.M. 

 

Jack Petiet, Secretary 

Christine Hess, Scribe 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Executive Team Reports 

 

 
Senior Minister 

Associate Minister – Education and Pastoral Care 

Associate Minister – Worship, Music, Justice 
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Senior Minister 

 

This is my tenth annual report to you as your Senior Minister.  As ever, I reviewed the previous annual report in 
preparing for the next.  Here are some of the things we did this past year.  
 

Organization and Administration  
● No major facilities changes were needed this year.  Repairs to the Bell Tower will be in the offing, though.   
● A year ago our Facebook page had 120 ‘likes,’ today it is over 1600.  The Friday Flash reaches 1300 email 

addresses.  
● After several months of planning, Brian Van Kley has joined us as our Director of Congregational Services.  

He began on November 1, 2015.  Lyza Ingraham has found a full-time position so we are again looking for 
a Volunteer Ministries Coordinator 

 

Finance and Stewardship  
● Our financial condition remains sound, with no debt and cash on hand.  We had a clean financial review 

with few recommendations. 
● The proposed budget follows directly from last year’s report and all depends, of course, on member and 

friend support.   
● I personally contacted several dozen households to encourage their pledging, which was very effective.  

This fall I have already made several dozen personal contacts - in person and by mail - and in December 
will again contact some of those who have not pledged so far.   

● We again held a Mardi Gras event in the winter to raise both funds ($2000) and spirits and will do so again 
this February.  The return of the Art Prize Snack Bar realized about $1500.    

 Rentals exceeded expectations, including Opera Grand Rapids and the LaughFest Kickoff event. 
 

Parish Life and Pastoral Care  
● Dave Smith continues to maintain connections to our less mobile members, along with Carol Kooistra as a 

lay leader as well.   
● We have more “Befrienders,’ trained members who make regular contact with those lonely or bereaved.   
● A new system for providing multiple needs for memorial receptions is in the process of being implemented. 
● We hosted an annual Senior Lunch in the fall.   
 

Spiritual Life and Learning  
● Children’s Programming remains steady in registered children though attendance is down over previous 

years. 
● Tower and Fountain Club are robust.  The FC Alt Prom for LGBT kids and allies was a success yet again.  

This is something we alone do and has become an FSC signature event in the LGBT community.   
● OWL Sexuality Education - a joint UUA/UCC curriculum in which Elizabeth Barnum is a trained trainer - 

was very well received and will take place again this winter.   
● Adult Programming is ample but in need of fresh lay leadership to give it new vigor. 
● We host spiritual groups outside of FSC, such as EmbodyGR, Withered Tree Buddhist Sangha and an 

Interfaith Kirtan group.   
  

Social Ministry  
● We awarded our eighth Fountain Street Scholarship this year to a GRCC student and remain the site of 

their Diversity Learning Center Lectures.   
● AA continues to be a daily presence.   
● We concluded our monthly demonstrations for Marital Justice following the SCOTUS ruling in June.  I 

continue as a member of the GR Urban League Board.  
● We again hosted the annual AIDS day service on December 1, and will again in 2016.   
● We take part in the community Thanksgiving Service.   

(Continued on page 10) 
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● Members staff God’s Kitchen regularly, Family Promise Homeless Services, Ferguson Housing Bingo nights, 
and several members are tutors at Fountain Montessori School. 

● Art Prize continued to focus on art with a social message and had nearly 20,000 visitors this year. 

 The second Betsy Bash raised money for the Choice Fund.   
 
Worship and Proclamation  
● Early worship grew substantially last year and remains at over 50 most weeks. We have a house band for 

the early service.   
● Gene Coburn has been a great addition to the music staff as choir director and wonderfully promoted a 

Thanksgiving season choral concert this month.   
● The GR Women’s Chorus rehearses at FSC and sings at two services annually. 
● The Music Committee hosted a free showing of the Silent Movie version of the Phantom of the Opera - with 

live organ and vocal sound track.  Opera Grand Rapids presented Noah’s Flood in February of 2015.  Our 
summer preachers included Charlie Honey and Shelley Irwin this past summer. 

 I host Faith & Reason on WPRR with a team of guest hosts. I discontinued recording second program, In 
Depth, when guests became too hard to recruit.  I continue to be a member of the MLive Religion and Ethics 
panel which appears in the Press and sometimes in other MLive publications. 

 
This is just a part of what we have done. Read the other reports and learn in detail of the work we do, the lives 
we touch, the world we change.  
 
As I do each year, I should report for posterity that worship took place every Sunday. People came, ranging from 
an intimate crowd of a 100 to a horde of over 1000. In every one at least one life was changed, although we may 
never know whose. In total, 23 people joined the church and 28 were memorialized since our last meeting.  We 
should pause in honor at these commonplace miracles.  
 
And finally, as I have said for several years now, it is an honor to serve you. In an age of cynicism about and well
-earned distrust of people in high places, to be granted your trust is an act of faith that would be stunning were it 
not so ordinary. I am humbled and strengthened daily, and ever grateful for it.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
W. Frederick Wooden, Senior Minister 
 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Associate Minister – Worship, Music, Justice 

 

As your Minister of Worship, Music, and Social Justice, my daily work is focused on inspiring and 
empowering each of you to live out our vision: 

“We strive to be a vibrant church community that challenges individuals to craft  

their own spiritual journeys, and to engage in creative and responsible action in the world.” 

Vibrancy is the state of energy and enthusiasm.  We began 2015 with worship that included The Blessing of 
the Gifts and the Lion Dancers at Lunar New Year –  two rituals that celebrate abundance, energy, and 
enthusiasm.  Our 9:30 worship found a new vibrancy by engaging a visioning process using the Appreciative 
Inquiry Model.  This model, like the rituals we observe in January, focuses on highest and best experience as 
the source of creativity.  The result?  A new form of worship experience that now gathers nearly 70 people on 
an average Sunday.  I want to especially thank our Sr. Minister, Fred Wooden, for his trust and sage guidance 
in the process that has helped our church to practice its vision in a truly vibrant way. 

Spiritual journey is about transformative practice. This year we continued and deepened our Lenten worship 
practice by partnering with one of our Social justice partners, SECOM.  Over seven Sundays, the women and 
children of SECOM's, Beads of Hope ministry, created the physical elements that we as a congregation crafted 
into a set of liturgical prayer beads.  Many of you shared with me that this practice, combined with special music 
from Jesus Christ superstar, invited a deep level of spiritual journey during the reflective weeks of Lent.  

The last movement of our vision calls us to engage creative action in the world.  2015 was a momentous 
year for us in the creative and responsible action department.  After many years of standing up for Marital 
Justice at Rosa Parks Circle, our creative action was realized by the US Supreme Court legalizing same-sex 
marriage in our nation.  I have had few more meaningful moments in my pastoral life at FSC than to officiate 
some of Michigan's first same-sex marriages in our Chapel.   

Also very exciting in 2015, was the creation of a new music-justice ministry hybrid, the Care Choir. 
Empowered by the visionary leadership of both congregants and our Director of Music, Marilyn Ossentjuk, the 
FSC Care Choir came into being this year.  Through a matching grant from our SAC Grant Program, the Care 
Choir now brings a powerful kind of healing justice to those who are in spiritual and/or physical need.  The 
blending of our music ministry with our sense of social justice thru healing opens a vibrant new chapter in our 
social justice ministry. 

I would like to thank my colleagues, staff, and especially each of you who have given so much to support 
the work of worship, music and social justice at FSC.  Collaboration has been the art of our life together in 2015: 
from ArtPrize to our Portico ministry, from  Noah's Ark to Joshua Davis, from special guest Jim Burklo and our 
first-ever practice of Pluralism Sunday to the welcoming of the Withered Tree Buddhist Sangha to FSC.  
Vibrancy, Spiritual Journey, and Action … let the circle be unbroken! 

 

 

Rev. Jason Hubbard 
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Associate Minister for Education & Pastoral Care 

 

While I know that it takes 365 days for the Earth to revolve around the Sun, there are some years when it just 
seems like a turn around the seasons moves a bit more swiftly! This has been one of those years. During the 
busy days, I recognize that the days are full because of the vibrancy and vitality of this extraordinary community. 
In the more quiet hours, I give thanks for time to pause and reflect on all that has been, all that is, and all that will 
be. I celebrate the creativity and collaboration that I experience on a daily basis at Fountain Street Church 
working with colleagues, staff, lay leaders, members, and community partners.  

During 2015, we took a healthy risk and offered Our Whole Lives (comprehensive sexuality education) for the 
elementary level of Character School. I count it as a blessing to have worked with a dedicated team of 
volunteers. Several of these volunteers went on to be trained this summer to facilitate other age levels of OWL. 
Our hope is that along with the Planned Parenthood Safer Choices offering to 7th & 8th graders that we’ll soon be 
able to offer OWL to all age levels from Kindergarten through Adult. This initiative emerges from a long history of 
Fountain Streeters advocating and educating, as well as being aligned with my professional commitments. It was 
an honor for me to be asked to join the Board of Directors of MOASH (Michigan Organization on Adolescent 
Sexual Health) and to be accepted, trained and approved as a Trainer of facilitators for the Young Adult/Adult 
level of Our Whole Lives.  

 The Education Council convened this year and continues to build momentum as each person on the Council 
commits to a different area in which to focus attention. Lydia Stubbs and I also worked to transition into a new 
format for Character School this fall that allows children to cultivate character through a monthly workshop cycle 
that explores the world’s religions and spiritual traditions via Sunday programs that are dedicated to sacred 
stories, social action, character education and mindfulness, movement, and music.  

From a meaningful winter lock-in at FSC to helping Character School children on Social Action projects, 
Tower Club is a place where our new leadership team is growing connections between and commitment among 
our youth. 

From the hugely successful Alternative Prom to the deeply meaningful Bridging Sunday, Fountain Club 
continues to retain its ‘magic’ with both respect for traditions that have defined it for generations and also opening 
to the unique spirit of each year’s constellation of youth and leaders. Fountain Club is grateful to the congregation 
for all their support at year-round fundraisers for their service-learning trips.  

 We continue to work to move Grow the Soul programming forward and recruit a volunteer team that can work 
with staff and clergy to invite presenters, fund programs, and implement processes that allow for a diversity of 
offerings. We welcomed numerous presenters, both returning and new from within and beyond FSC, who gave 
participants tools to “craft their spiritual journeys for responsible and creative action in the world.” I especially 
want to highlight the multiple offerings that comprised a Women’s History Month celebration in March of this year. 
From documentary screenings to a powerful ‘Voices of Empowerment’ service to the history of women at FSC 
displayed on the lower level, the voices of Fountain Street women continue to sustain, support, and re-create this 
institution and community within and beyond our walls.  

 Previously, I’ve shared from the pulpit that I keep a “Book of Life” where I handwrite all the names and dates 
of the funerals, memorials, dedications, and weddings at which I preside. This year was also a year when those 
pages seemed to fill at a quicker pace. We bow to the lives that were and also to those who we welcome into the 
world and our community. I am eternally humbled by the deep honor of being witness to such cycles of our lives. 
The Fountain Street Clergy, Care Team, BeFriender Ministers, District Leadership, Membership Committee and 
entire congregation continue to hold each and every person that is connected to this church in a spirit of care, 
welcome, and hope.  

(Continued on page 13) 
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 The spirit of service is at the heart of this church and your presence, volunteer efforts, and the gifts you share 
with FSC do not go unnoticed. While we are experiencing another transition in the Volunteer Ministries 
Coordinator position, I remain committed to ensuring that the coordination and support of volunteers is always a 
top priority. We have been blessed to benefit from Lyza Ingraham’s skills, devotion, insights, and collegiality as 
she served in this position since July 2014 and we wish her well as she begins a new full-time position.  

As I began my third year at Fountain Street in August of this year, I’ve also had the opportunity to engage in 
building more connections across the community. Whether I’m sharing a reflection at the Ecumenical Good 
Friday Service, guest preaching on a summer Sunday at East Congregational U.C.C. or Harbor Unitarian 
Universalist, or working with community partners on citywide initiatives, I always delight in being able to introduce 
myself as one of the ministers at Fountain Street Church and to extend greetings on behalf of not only my 
colleagues, but also on behalf of the entire congregation.  

While I celebrate the many blessings of the year gone by, I am not naïve to the challenges that we perceive 
face us as an institution, the same challenges that are facing many churches and institutions across the country. 
While I wish I had a magic wand so that all we’d like to do, hope to do, and can do could happen 
instantaneously, I take refuge in knowing that it takes time for an institution as unique as Fountain Street to adapt 
to cultural changes beyond our control and to simultaneously step together into the future that is calling us 
forward. While the grief is real when we let go of the ways things used to be, I also see it as opportunity when 
we’re called to move forward into an unknown future. In the meantime, the present is as good a place as any in 
which to spend our days. As we turn towards another year, know how grateful I am that we are called to mutual 
ministry together.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rev. Elizabeth D. Barnum 

 

(Continued from page 12) 
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FSC Foundation Reports 

 
FSC Foundation 

 

2014-15 Contributions to the Foundation 

 

Liberal Legacy Members 
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The FSC Foundation 2015 

 

The Fountain Street Church Foundation was established as the FSC Memorial Trust fund in 1953.  Its main 
purpose then was to build an endowment that would provide resources for the future of the church, and that 
central purpose still holds true today. 

 

The main focus of the Foundation is three fold: 

 To act as stewards for the sound investment of the endowment. 

 To be the primary resource for capital improvements and upkeep of the church building, and 

 To oversee the contributions and grants within the general endowment and special designated funds. 

 

Current Endowment 

As we are all aware, the investment world continues to be uncertain.  In order to provide some risk protection, 
the Foundation assets continue to be allocated on a broadly diversified basis.  Our target allocation is 
approximately 70% equities/alternative investments and 30% fixed income/cash. Our investment in equities is to 
provide long term returns which we will need to fund Foundation projects and grow the endowment.  Our 
investment in shorter term instruments such as bonds provides protection against the risks of our investment in 
equities, as well as provides liquidity for more immediate needs such as urgent building projects and allocations 
to our various designated funds.   

 

The endowment is currently under the management of Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, a well recognized 
investment firm.  The Foundation Board periodically reviews overall performance of our investment agents, and 
may recommend changes as appropriate. Although our investment performance declined 3.1% year to date, 
this is very reasonable in a difficult stock market climate.  The total endowment stands slightly more than 
$3,328,817 as of October 16, 2015.  

 

Designated Funds  

There are currently seven special designated funds – established over the years by donors interested in 
providing funds for specific purposes.  These funds include: 

 

 Waring/Field:      Elder Support 

 Gilson:        Music Enrichment 

 Kurkjian/Wabeke:     Education 

 McCall/Earle:      Art 

 Choice:        Women’s Reproductive Health 

 Rankin:        Social Action 

 Duncan Littlefair Great Speakers: Guest Speakers 

 

The Foundation grants money from these funds on an annual basis for programs and other needs consistent 
with their intended purpose. 

 

 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Focus on Capital Improvements  

In 2007 the Governing Board and Foundation Board voted to accept the recommendation of an appointed long 
range planning committee to separate the repairs and major upkeep of the church building from the operating 
budget.  The sanctuary and the church house would, under the guidance of the Properties Committee, receive 
maintenance and repair funding through the Foundation.  Since then, several much needed repairs and projects 
have occurred, resulting not only in operational savings, but also serving to prevent major repairs down the road. 
In the past much attention has been paid to fundamental needs like life/safety projects so our building can be in 
compliance with various codes and be up to date in fire protection and other needs.  The Properties Committee 
oversees the projects, while the foundation provides funding. 

 

Long Term Focus 

The Foundation Board has committed its time not only to the above responsibilities, but also to build the 
endowment.  We know that in order for the Foundation to be able to meet the building and other needs over the 
long term, the endowment must grow. 

 

In June, the foundation had a very successful gathering of contributors and interested church members. We briefly 
reviewed the many capital projects that the foundation has completed in the last few years, gave a brief 
description of our work, and answered many questions.   

 

The board seeks to recruit additional members of the Liberal Legacy Society.  Fountain Streeters can become 
affiliated with the LLS in several ways: 

 Making an annual contribution of as little as $100, 

 Becoming a lifetime member with contributions totaling $5,000  

 or by making provisions for Fountain Street through estate planning and other planned giving.   

 

There are a variety of mechanisms to consider for estate or planned giving, and members of your Foundation 
board would be pleased to provide more information if you are interested in pursuing this path.  

 

Please consider joining the Liberal Legacy Society members listed in this report.  The Liberal Legacy Society is 
the key to the future financial health of Fountain Street.  

 

The foundation annual receives gifts from Liberal Legacy Society members, many small gifts to the church as a 
result of obituary requests, estate and planned gifts, and is also the recipient of gifts to memorialize families and 
individuals on the Memorial Wall. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank retiring board member Evie Bowers for her dedicated service to the foundation, and 
Chris Hess who has graciously been our meeting scribe. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Win Irwin 

Fountain Street Foundation Chair  

Board Members:   Randy Allaben  Jim Anderson   Bill Boersma    Evie Bowers 
     Chris Caldwell  Don Lubbers   Gary Rowe 
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Contributions to the FSC Foundation in the last year 

 

 

Liberal Legacy Society Members: 

  

 Total of 28 gifts – 27 annual members, one lifetime member 

 

All receipts for Memorial Plaques   

 

85 total gifts in memory of: 

 Marti Childs 

 Barbara England 

 Helen Hutchins 

 Anne Logan 

 Edie McCargar 

 Jean McDaniels 

 Joan Newberry 

 Wendy Reed 

 Helen Rossano 

 Mitch Witkowski 

 

Gifts from the Estates of: 

 Anne Logan 

 Fred Horton 

 Jane Branston 
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LLS Estate Members           
       

    

Ethel Ackerson    

Penny Pender Barstow 

Tom & Vickie Bergers 

Thomas N Blandford 

Patricia Boer  

Bowers, Evie  

Robert & Susan Chapla   

Carol & Michael Chase   

Timothy Chester   

John & Ruth Cook  

Steve & Chris Crandall 

Barbara Fournier  

Paul & Margie Fuller 

Anita Gilleo  

Philip & Jane Goodspeed 

Joan Crandall Hamann  

Wendell & Sandra Hill  

Dirk & Vickie Hoffius 

Alan Hutchinson  

Don Johnson  

Bunny Johnson  

Doug Kniff & Trudy Nicely  

Diane V. Lange   

Thomas H Logan  

Don & Nancy Lubbers  

Kirsten Lundeen  

Harry & Kathleen Margo  

Mike & Jackie Paglierani 

Harold & Phyllis Penny  

Mary Peterson  

Kim Plant   

Mary Ellen Ratuszny 

James Reed  

Peni Reed  

Gary & Maggie Rowe 

Celia Said       

Jeff  Schad & Marilyn Lankfer  

Thomas & Pamela Schwaderer  

Deborah Snow      

Ruth & Bill Stubbs     

Steele & Mary Taylor    

John R White      

Constance J & Jim Winter-

Troutwine 

Sue Wold       

Lorraine Demorest Wood  

Adrian & Linda Wynbeek   

George & Gretchen Zuiderveen  

 

LLS Life Members 
 

Barbara Amberg 

Carl & Claudia Bajema 

Richard & Mary Jane Brooks 

Teresa Buist 

Karen Dunnam 

Charles Gallmeyer 

Anita Gilleo 

Richard & JoAnn Harris 

John & Gwen Hibbard 

Doug Kniff & Trudy Nicely 

Willard Larkin 

Thomas H.  & Anne G. Logan 

Harry & Kathleen Margo 

John Miller 

Jan & Pete Proli 

Judy Rogers 

Fran Shaw 

Bob & Ginnie Taylor 

Steele & Mary Taylor 

Werner & Marianne Veit 

 

 

LLS Annual Members 
 

Carolynne & Randy Alleben 

Jim Anderson & Lisa Walsh 

Dorace Bethke 

Sallie Boer 

Judy & James Botts 

Chris & Ann Caldwell 

Robert & Wendy Dean 

Jim & Linda Dodge 

David Door & Cynthia Peck 

Mike & Tia Grass 

Chris Hess 

James Higgins & Kathleen Delp 

Higgins 

Jean Hoin 

Earle Irwin 

James R. Irwin 

Courtney & Ora Jones 

Wendy Kapolka 

Carol Kooistra 

Carol Ligda-Wong & Ed Wong-

Ligda 

Don & Nancy Lubbers 

Edgar & Wendy Marty 

Charles H. Meier 

Mary Jane Montgomery 

Mary Nicks 

Mary Lou Smith 

Jean Springer 

Bill Stubbs 

Chris & Jill VanAntwerp 

Werner & Marianne Veit 

Judy & Darwin Weersing 

 

 

Liberal Legacy Members 
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Internal Ministry Reports 

 
Activity Groups List 

Church Choir 

Art Committee 

Volunteer Ministries 

Character School 

Church Boards and Committees 

Duncan Littlefair Great Speakers 

Education Council 

Music Program 

Music Committee 

Nominating Committee 

Properties Committee 

Religious Services Committee 

Women’s Association 
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Activity Groups at FSC 

If you have any questions regarding these groups or would like more information  
please contact the Church Office, (616) 459-8386. 

 
Hospitality 

 

Coffee Volunteers 

 Contact Grant Lynn, lynn3840@comcast.net or (616) 249-2810 

This group helps serve coffee and collect donations before and after Church on Sundays. This is an easy way to 
support your Church community and get to fellowship with Fountain Streeters in the process! 

 

FSC Greeters Ministry   

 Contact Mike Grass, michaelwgrass@gmail.com or (616) 452-0424 

This group provides welcome and information through the Welcome Center on Sundays, and newcomer and 
new member support and programs throughout the Church Year. If you enjoy meeting new people and would 
like an easy commitment to serve in your Church, please consider joining the Greeter Team!   
 

FSC Ushers Ministry  

 Contact Jack Petiet, jbpetiet@gmail.com 

This group provides a face of the Church as congregants make their way into the Sanctuary or Chapel Services. 
They are also responsible for doing the offering plate and counting the money to support the great things that go 
on here at FSC.  

 

Tour Guides 

 Contact Judith Kienitz, (616) 456-9754 

A group of people who are interested in the Art and Architecture of Fountain Street Church, learn about different 
aspects of it, and give tours to members and outside groups.  For training in providing tours, or to assist in 
organizing our Art and Architecture Information Library, please contact Judith. 

 

 

Fellowship & Care 
 

District Ministry 

 Contact the Church Office,  (616) 459-8386 

District Leaders connect with members and friends of Fountain Street Church in their geographic areas. 
Through organizing social events and service projects, District Leaders engage people in their communities and 
support local non-profit organizations. District Leaders are also key hospitality contacts for FSC families who are 
in need of support. If you are interested in getting more involved with your District or would like a leadership 
position, please contact Lyza. 

 

BeFrienders Ministry  

 Contact Mary Peterson, mpeterson0131@gmail.com 

Our BeFriender Ministry is intended to provide a "companion on the journey" through listening, presence, and 
compassion. Many FSC’ers have requested and share their life journeys with a BeFriender. Often people call 
asking for a BeFriender to visit. Sometimes a BeFriender will call to ask if you would like someone to visit. 
Applications to serve in this Ministry will be available in the fall.   
 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Connections 

 Contact Barb Hoogterp, barbhoogterp@gmail.com or Jean Bahle, jahled@hotmail.com 

We have heard a lot about “mindfulness,” but what is it, really?  And why does it matter?  What benefits could 
we find as we deepen our understanding of what mindfulness is and what it can do? awareness individually and 
collectively? Connections announce a return to an important theme for the Fall 9-Week Series: 
“Mindfulness”.  Using circle process, readings, and experiential exercises, we invite you to join us in search of 
the gifts waiting to be found in mindfulness…in the company of others. 

 

Founding Fathers 

 Contact Roman Rodriquez, romanfence@gmail.com or (616) 438-1295 

If you have a thirst for something more in life, join us at Founders Brewery at 6:00 p.m.  This group will get 
together on the last Thursday of every month.  Cheers, and let everyone "know your name!”   

 

Friday Morning Reading Poetry Group  

 Contact Louisa Nally, pnally@comcast.net or (616) 874-8150 

Reading and discussion of American and international Poets in a small group setting, open and welcoming to all. 
We read poetry rather than write it, although some have been known to do it quite well! Free and open to all. 
Every Friday morning from 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Room 108.   

  

FSC Gardeners 

 Contact Louisa Nally, pnally@comcast.net or (616) 874-8150 

Do you love working in the dirt or supporting the growth of flower beds? A group of volunteers come together to 
plant and maintain our flowerbeds on the FSC property. There will be an Annual Spring Tea at a member’s 
lovely garden to celebrate the work we do. Come and fellowship with us! 

 

Kayak Group  

 Contact Jim Winter-Troutwine, fsckayak@gmail.com or (616) 822-9491 

The Group is open to anyone who enjoys kayaking or learning to kayak, enjoys the outdoors and the wonders of 
nature, and can laugh off a bit of rain in the face, or an upset in cold waters. We don't profess to be experts, but 
will give direction and assistance when asked. We paddle at our own pace, but are always close enough to help 
each other out. You don't have to own a kayak, as rentals are usually available at a local livery. We often meet 
for breakfast prior to paddling, and at the conclusion, for a meal at a local pub or brewery. We do enjoy each 
other's company!   

  

Knitting Circle 

 Contact the Church Office, (616) 459-8386 

Do you enjoy the methodical practice of knitting? Why not help support a great cause of knitting items for care 
concerns within our Church and fellowship at the same time? This Group of Fountain Streeters volunteer time to 
knit “prayer shawls” that are delivered to people in need. If you are interested in supporting a great cause while 
connecting with other Fountain Streeters, contact Lyza for more information! 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 20) 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Men’s Poker & Philosophy Group  

 Contact Grant Lynn, lynn3840@comcast.net to get on our e-mail list or (616) 249-2810 

Do you want to find a group of guys to connect with in a fun space that provides strong dialogue about life and 
all of its happenings? Then check out this great group that provides an opportunity to connect with other 
Fountain Street Men and play Poker! This group meets on the on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the 
Church to play cards and discuss a variety of topics. New members are always welcome!  

   

Singles Group 

 Contact Tim Creamer, gvsc82@sbcglobal.net 

Open to any adult who isn't married or in a committed relationship.  FSC members and non-members are 
welcome to participate in the Group.  There is no specific agenda, and becoming a part of the Group doesn't 
obligate you to attend meetings and/or activities. Come as you are and as you are able.   
 

Softball Team 

 Contact Russ & Jill Lampen, (616) 635-2424 

While we still haven't been entirely successful in the win/loss category, our team developed resolve to make 
this season even better.  We were in the EGR League last year and will most likely continue again this coming 
season, (games are at Manhattan and Wealthy Elementary).   

 

Women’s Association   

 Contact Marie Maher-Penny, mariemaher65@gmail.com 

The purpose of this Group is to bring together members to serve the needs of the Church and the community 
through service and financial contributions. Members of the WA contribute monetarily and through many 
volunteer hours of service by assisting with Luncheons, Memorial Services, Blood Drives, and the Annual 
Trinkets & Treasures Sale.  

 

Women’s Intergenerational Book Club   

 Contact Inta Grace, (616) 531-5157 

On the 4th Monday of each month, September-June, we gather at the Church to discuss a book previously 
chosen by the group. (Look for listings in your Chimes newsletter).  

 

Circle Groups 
 

LGBTQ Circle   

 Contact the Church Office,  (616) 459-8386 

A safe space for LGBTQ and allies to discuss current topics, increase awareness, and create authentic 
community through dialogue and shared experiences.  

 

Parents Circle  

 Contact Angie Walters, angiewalters@comcast.net 

An open, inviting, and caring group that invites parents and children to have fun laugh and learn.  This group 
meets every 2nd and 4th Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.  Newcomers are always welcome.   
 

 

(Continued from page 21) 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Women’s Circle  

 Contact Kristen Keys, erickristenkeys@yahoo.com 

Where women connect with each other by laughing, sharing stories, learning something new and supporting 
other women of all generations. First Monday of the month, Fountain Street Church Choir Room 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Snack and childcare available. 
 

Young Adult Circle  

 Contact Mark Saint Amour, marksaintamour@mac.com 

Meets the 1st Sunday of every month from 12:30-2:00 p.m. in the Resource Room.  The Fountain Street Church 
Young Adult Circle continues this vision by Freeing the Mind with monthly discussions and presentations on a 
wide array of current issues.  

 

Social Action Ministry 
  

Wellspring Wellness   

 Contact the Church Office, (616) 459-8386 

This promotes health and wellness within our congregation and community through educational programs and 
various health activities.    
 

Family Promise   

 Contact Judy Botts, bottsj50@sbcglobal.net 

Three to four times per year we work with First United Methodist Church to provide two days of week-long 
hospitality assistance to families in temporary homelessness while they regain self-sufficiency.  
 

God’s Kitchen   

 Contact Carolyn Matheson, mathesonkid1@hotmail.com or (616) 538-9755 

Join other Fountain Street folks in serving at God’s Kitchen.  We provide support on the 1st Monday and 1st 
Friday of each month, usually about 4 hours in the afternoon, and sometimes additional needs as requested.   
 

ANSWER  

 Contact Earle Canfield, jecan314@gmail.com or (616) 247-0955 

A group of FSC’ers sponsoring disadvantaged children in the country of Nepal. Children are primarily assisted 
with education.   
 

FSC Tutors for Schools of Hope  

 Contact Wendy Wooden, woodentwig@gmail.com 

This Program is currently in 17 schools in Kent County: 15 in Grand Rapids Public Schools, and one each 
in Godfrey-Lee Public Schools and Godwin Heights Public Schools. Historically this Group has tutored kids at 
Campus Elementary and GR Montessori. This is a great way to connect with students that need support with 
learning. Register for training online at www.hwmuw.org/sohinschool.  
 

R.I.S.E.S. (Running In Solidarity with El Salvadorians) 

 Contact Cheryl Mellblom, (616) 498-7690 

A Group of Fountain Streeters and others who are sponsoring disadvantaged children in the country of El 
Salvador. With the help of this Group, children are able to attend middle school, high school, and University, 
when otherwise a 6th grade education is the norm.   

(Continued from page 22) 
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Art Committee 

 

Art is an integral part of Fountain Street’s history and culture. The Art Committee (AC) is the conservator of 
FSC’s art and art programs throughout the church. During the 2014-2015 church year, the Art Committee’s 
activities included:  
 

1.  Exhibits 

The Art Committee staged a number of Keeler Gallery and Chapel exhibitions, and artists receptions, including 
“Empowering Women in the Emerging World” staged in conjunction with Women’s History Month during March 
2015. ArtPrize is the AC’s most substantial project.  We are grateful to our congregant donors, docents, 
volunteers and staff, and to FSC’s Social Action Committee and the Western Michigan Chapter of the ACLU, for 
helping to make FSC’s ArtPrize venue a notable destination in 2015.  
  

2.  Holiday Order of Service Cover Designs 

The Art Committee designed and financed the Easter, Advent and Christmas Eve Order of Service covers, 
which included a children’s exhibition in the Keeler Gallery displayed by Character School’s young people to 
help illustrate FSC’s traditional Faith, Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace during Advent and on Christmas Eve.   
  

3.  Art Committee Special Projects: 

The AC organized its annual trip to the Muskegon Museum of Art to research potential exhibiting artists at FSC.   
In addition, the AC sponsored a successful bus trip to the Detroit Institute of Art to tour the Diego Rivera/Frida 
Kahlo exhibition. New art was installed outside the Green Room behind the Sanctuary chancel; a decorative 
sculpture was installed on the lobby pillar in the church house lobby via artist, Tom Duimstra; work has begun 
on a physical Historical Display in the Social Hall and an on-line version in conjunction with FSC’s 150th 
anniversary. 
 

4.  Art Inventory:      

The Art Committee catalogued all church art and began using a special software program known as Index 
Projects. A new acrylic abstract painting was purchased and installed outside the Coat Room; the AC financed, 
reframed and installed art from its inventory in in the office of FSC’s financial administrator. 
 

The Art Committee’s responsibilities require many hours of devoted and dedicated work.  We thank the following  
AC members who donate their time and talent to keep art alive at Fountain Street Church: 

 

Art Committee Members: 

 

Barb Amberg    Nonnie Buth        Merrily Holladay    Kate Shockey  

Paul Arnold     Stephanie Everitt-Kirkbride     Sean Lancaster      Julie Smith    

Penny Barstow    Tia Grass         Omar Marty    Carole Steiner   

Christopher Bruce   Mike Grass – Chair      Eric Newell       Mary Taber   

                

Fountain Street Church noted the passing of congregant and former Art Committee Chair, Joan Newberry, who 
died this past July. 
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Character School  
 

Free the mind ….. Grow the soul ….. and … Change the world…. The Character School is a place for contem-
plation and service while we walk with children and youth on their spiritual path. Learning takes place during 
sharing of the good and not so good, we call it Roses & Thorns. Being in community with each other is helping 
each one to grow a little more during the year.  
 

The Character School is known throughout the larger Grand Rapids community for its wonderful social action 
projects.  Throughout the church year the children worked very hard:  

● Kids Food Basket received 260 bags equaling 31 lbs. of trail mix. 

60 lbs of apples were collected during our field trip to the orchard and dropped off too.  

● Cooking is a favorite with the children and they made 326 pumpkin bars and  

several gallons of chili for Family Promise.  

● The annually shoe boxes project helped us assemble 144 gift boxes for Family Promise.  

● The children assembled 90 snack bags for Habitat for Humanity  

and attached lovely uplifting notes, which the workers at the homes really appreciated.   
 

Our learning community strives because we help children honor the wisdom of all. The stories come from many 
different faith traditions, while always keeping an open mind and allowing for questions.  
 

This past year we successfully introduced OWL, Our Whole Life, a comprehensive sexuality education program, 
in our kindergarten through 6th grade classrooms. The interest and discussions showed us that we are on the 
right track with offering this learning experience.   
 

The old FSC tradition of Reverence for Life is a favorite amongst the children, and they embrace the day every 
year with making cat & dog toys ahead to sell during the day. The blessing of the animals is such a remarkable 
service that we have many families participate.  
 

During the summer, we continue to offer a one-room-Character School experience basing our lessons on the 
materials from Teaching Tolerance & Acceptance. Some of the individual topics are kindness, judging, giving, 
helpfulness and community.  These are attributes all people can use.   
 

A tremendous  THANK YOU goes out to all who made the Character School the wonderful community it is.  
From our loving classroom leaders, kitchen helpers, social action team members, Christmas pageant leaders, to 
readers and listeners. Thanks for being part of this special community.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lydia Stubbs 

Character School Director   



                                                                                               FSC Annual Report, 2016 

26 

Church Boards & Committees 
 

Archives Committee   

 Contact Phyllis Penny, phylhap@sbcglobal.net or (616) 949-3045 

Meets Tuesday mornings from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  This Group organizes historical/archival material for the 
Church to preserve our history and make information available in an organized environment. Volunteers are 
welcome to join this Group.  

 

Art Committee 

 Contact Mike Grass, michaelwgrass@gmail.com or (616) 452-0424 

Maintains and keeps current the artwork throughout the Church, stages art exhibits, and designs and finances 
the holiday Order of Service covers for the Advent Season.   

 

Choice Fund Board  

 Contact Bettegail Shively, bettegail@gmail.com or (616) 975-3885 

This Group provides and promotes programming, and administers funding to support women, their families, and 
their fundamental right to choose regarding pregnancy, founded on the qualities of compassion, appreciation, 
and respect.   

 

Choir Board 

 Contact Don Pearson, donpearson8@gmail.com or (616) 475-9089 

Some of the responsibilities of this Board are to organize activities of the Adult Choir, including Summer Choir 
Camp and various social events.  

 

Duncan Littlefair Great Speakers 

 Contact Ruth Stein, rdstein@earthlink.net or (616) 724-4530  

Researches and organizes events that bring notable experts to Grand Rapids.  

 

Governing Board 

 Contact Bryan Walters, brwalters@varnumlaw.com or (616) 822-4277 

Meets the 3rd Monday of the month. Responsible for governance of the Church, including establishment of 
church policies, oversight of church finances and strategic planning. Meetings are open to the public.  

 

Linkage Committee, Nominating Committee, and Oversight Committee of the Governing Board 

 Contact Bryan Walters, brwalters@varnumlaw.com or (616) 822-4277 

Meeting times vary. Each of these committees of the Governing Board include both elected Governing Board 
members and congregant volunteers. Serving on one of these committees is a great way for church members to 
become involved in church governance without being elected to the Governing Board.  

 

Grow the Soul Committee  

 Contact Rev. Elizabeth Barnum, ebarnum@fountainstreet.org or (616) 459-8386, ext. 215 

Plans and organizes the curricula and courses used in our Grow the Soul educational offerings.  

 

 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Foundation Board 

 Contact Win Irwin, win.irwin@irwinseating.com or (616) 454-2425 

Meets the 3rd Monday of the month from 4:00-5:30 p.m.  The FSC Foundation Board oversees invested funds, 
which are used to improve the building and provide resources for some dedicated funds.  They oversee 
investment policy and practices, and promote planned giving through the Liberal Legacy Society. They also 
manage dedicated funds that support the Choice Fund, Social Action, Religious Education, and Music.  

 

Properties Committee  

 Contact Wes Beck, wesleybeck@sbcglobal.net or (616) 456-5144 

Meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month from 12:30-2:00 p.m.  This Committee monitors the condition of the 
Church building, develops projects for repair and restoration, and recommends action.  

  

Music Committee 

 Contact Marilyn Ossentjuk, mossentjuk@fountainstreet.org or (616) 459-8386, ext. 222 

Helps coordinate the many musical activities at FSC, including three Choirs and many guest musicians.  

 

Religious Services Committee    

 Contact Sarah Hibbard-Swaney, hibbyswa@aol.com or (616) 949-7808 

Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month from 5:30-7:00 p.m. The Religious Services Committee serves in an 
advisory role to the Senior Minister and is also a catalyst for congregational participation in Worship and related 
initiatives and activities. Advises and assists the Clergy in overseeing the Worship Life of the Church. They are 
especially involved in arranging for Summer Chapel Services, which are led by lay members.  

 

Stewardship Committee 

 Contact Brian VanKley, bvankley@fountainstreet.org or (616) 459-8386, ext. 219 

They plan the Annual Pledge Campaign each year, as well as other events to raise operating funds for the 
Church.  

 

Social Action Committee  

 Contact Rev. Jason Hubbard, jhubbard@fountainstreet.org or (616)459-8386, ext. 223 

Meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 5:30-7:00 p.m. Researches projects and topics that express our 
broad principles, so that the Church or a group of members may elect to respond by offering a service, educating 
the public, or creating partnerships with groups that deserve our support. The SAC is an instrument with which 
the congregation and its individual members learn about social needs, improve understanding of them, and 
undertake projects to address those needs.  

 

Education Council 

 Contact Lydia Stubbs, lstubbs@fountainstreet.org or (616) 459-8386, ext. 226, or  
 Rev. Elizabeth Barnum, ebarnum@fountainstreet.org or (616) 459-8386, ext. 215 
Meets with the Character School Director and Education Minister to assist, support, and plan meaningful 
educational programming. 

(Continued from page 26) 
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Fountain Street Church Choir  

           

Mission 

It is the mission of the Fountain Street Church Choir to establish, promote, and maintain a program of 
choral excellence which supports the spiritual life, membership, and worship of Fountain Street Church. 

 

Primary Choir Activities 

Choir Rehearsals – The choir rehearses each Thursday from 7:00-9:00 p.m. during the Church year.   

Sunday Services – the choir sings for approximately 30 Sunday Services during the church year. 

Christmas Caroling at Porter Hills Village 

Good Friday and Christmas Eve Services  

Memorial Services 

 

Special Services and Programs  
 

Spring Memorial Oratorio Concert – On March 29, 2015, the Adult Choir performed “A Poet’s Delight 
featuring the writings of Robert Frost and William Blake. In collaboration with the Oratorio Orchestra, the 
Oratorio Choir performed “Frostiana” composed by Randall Thompson and “Songs of Innocence,” set to 
music by Earl George.  

Four Piano “Tour de Force” Concert – On April 26, 2015, the Adult Choir joined the Grand Rapids 
Women's Chorus; the Grand Rapids Chamber Choir; the White Lake Chorale and the East 
Congregational Church Choir to perform classical favorites, Broadway hits, pop classics, movie themes, 
patriotic selections with Walt Matzke’s four master pianists. 

 

 Funding 
 

Fund Raising – Funds raised by a Christmas Tree sale and the Oratorio Concert are used to support 
the following: 

 Acquisition of new music 
 Robe maintenance 
 Choir Librarian stipend 
 GRCC parking vouchers 
 Choir Camp expenses 
 Oratorio Concert expenses 
 Choir banquet expenses 
 Service Award pins 
 Flowers to choir members for illnesses and deaths 
 Choir stationery and supplies 

  

  

 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Leadership   

 

 Music Director – 

  Marilyn Ossentjuk 

 Choir Director –  

  Gene Coburn 

 Choir Board –  

  President – Don Pearson  

  Vice President – Carolyn Morrison  

  Secretary – Vicki Vandenberg  

  Treasurer – Charlie Gallmeyer 

  Members Services – Sue Wood  

 Choir Board Advisors –   

  Wendy Kapolka, Librarian 

  Mary Lou Smith, Historian/Archivist  

  Beth Miller, Robe Adjutare 

  John Schweitzer – Building Security  

 Section Leaders – 

  Altos – Sue Wood 

  Basses – George Zuiderveen 

  Tenors – Dick Happel 

  Sopranos – Ruth Stein 

  

  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Pearson, Adult Choir President 

 

Date:  October 12, 2015 

 

(Continued from page 28) 
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Duncan Littlefair Great Speakers 2015 

 

The DLGS has 3 new board members this year.  They are Paula Lancaster, Bob Chapla, and Mark 
Olthoff.  Ruth Stein has taken over as the chair of the board for Ryan Kilpatrick who no longer is on the 
board.   The other board members are Joel Penny, Sarah Torres, Chip Meier and Tim Creamer. 

The DLGS has had three events this year.  The first event was the showing of the film “1971” with two of 
the main subjects of the film, John and Bonnie Raines in attendance and available for questions and book 
signings.  Bonnie Raines attended FSC growing up and was a member of Fountain Club. There were 
approximately 180 people in attendance.   

On April 11th Clarence Darrow returned to Fountain Street Church.  The DLGS hosted John Robinson as 
he presented the one man play “Clarence Darrow”.  While John has worked and lived in North Carolina for 
many years he was raised in Grand Rapids and his mother still lives in the area.  Knowing Clarence Darrow 
debated Alfred Wesley Wishart here in 1928 he wanted to bring him back here to perform the play in his 
home town.  There were around 140 people in attendance.  

On October 28th we presented the film “The Hunting Ground”.  This film exposed the epidemic of sexual 
assaults on college campuses across the nation.  It chronicled two survivors who fought the systems that 
were denying them justice and how they used Title IX to force institutions of higher education to address 
their shortcomings and change their policies.   

All three events were very well received by those who attended.  Though these were not large events 
the DLGS board considered both events successful and were pleased with the attendance of all. 
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Education Council 

 

 The Education Council is working hard to organize the learning ministry at Fountain Street Church. Individual 
members lead specific areas in the monthly workshop cycle within the Character School.   

 

 The Sundays are divided into parts to enhance the religious literacy, moral competency, and spiritual fluency 
of the children. Sacred Story Sundays include stories from the world’s religious traditions. Compassion Sundays 
focus on character education and cultivating our capacity to be compassionate human beings. Movement, 
Mindfulness & Music Sundays engage children and youth in a variety of spiritual practices that allow them to 
develop skills and tools to find center and be centered in their daily lives. Social Action Sundays are becoming a 
beloved tradition among Character School children when they engage in the task of service-learning through 
hands-on projects that benefit our community partners.  

 

 The implementation of a electronic volunteer sign-up for classrooms has been adapted by most congregants, 
and we will continue to offer it in the future.  

 

 Throughout the church year, the education council is present at monthly community events like potlucks, 
bowling, decorating parties to help build a strong foundation for our families.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Education Council Members  

Janis Benstead  

Jason Conant  

Joel Fauson 

Kristen Fauson 

Tammy Pearson 

Clare Pollert 

Michelle Miller-Hansen 

Wendy Wooden  

 

Rev. Elizabeth Barnum and Lydia Stubbs  (Staff Liaisons)  
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Music Committee 

 

 

 The FSC Music Committee sponsored “Jazz in the Sanctuary,” a series of three jazz concerts which were 
held on Sunday afternoons.  The concerts featured Robin Connell and guests, who talked about their 
experiences as performers in addition to providing music.  Attendance averaged over 100 at the concerts. 

 

 The Care Choir was formed to take the music of liberal faith outside of FSC.  The group is directed by 
Marilyn Ossentjuk, and aims to provide a quiet and intimate a capella concert for church members and others 
who express an interest.  Monthly visits began in January, and usually included six or seven voices.  Anyone 
who is interested in joining and can sing in tune is encouraged to attend a rehearsal; ability to read music is 
not essential. 

 

 During the year visits were made to Porter Hills, Clark Home, Porter Hills/Sparta, and Covenant Village.  
The Care Choir also sang at a memorial service and made visits to three private homes of church members 
who were experiencing major illnesses.  

 

 The Committee sponsored a showing of the original Phantom of the Opera silent movie starring Lon 
Chaney, with Steven Ball playing accompaniment on the organ.  The event was attended by well over 500 
people, double the anticipated crowd.   

 

FSC Music Committee Members: 

 

Tom Bandyk 

Robin Connell 

Charlie Gallmeyer 

Jason Hubbard 

Carol Kooistra 

Marilyn Ossentjuk 

Mary Lou Smith 

Ruth Stein 

Sue Wood 

Dick Wood 
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Music Programs 

MUSIC STAFF (11 a.m. service): 
    

   Marilyn Ossentjuk (3/4 time position) 
     Music Director     Junior Choir Director 
     Organist       Handbell Choir Director 
     Church Choir Accompanist  Care Choir Director 
     Oratorio Choir Accompanist 
    

   Gene Coburrn (1/4 time position) 
     Church Choir Director 
     Oratorio Choir Director 

 
CHURCH CHOIR:  The FSC Church Choir (formerly the FSC Adult Choir) greatly enjoys Director Gene 
Coburn's skilled, inspired leadership.  For more information about the activities of this group, see the Church 
Choir annual report. 
 
CHILDREN'S CHOIRS:  A parent volunteer, Metta Dwyer, has stepped forward to provide leadership to our 
youngest singers, the Cherub Choir.  She will prepare them to sing during the Advent season.   
 
After several generations of being called the "Junior Choir", our choir for children in grades 2 through 6 has a 
new name:  FSC Young Singers.  The new name hopefully has broader connotations regarding the vision and 
role of the group.   
 
HANDBELL CHOIR:  The FSC Handbell Choir, using FSC's beautifully-refurbished handbells,  continues to 
grow in numbers and skill and participated in several worship services over the last    year, including Christmas 
Eve, Good Friday, and Easter.  They also participated in the Heartside  Ministries benefit concert.  We now 
have enough people interested in ringing bells to consider  fundraising to add a fourth octave of bells!  
 
CARE CHOIR:  This past year saw the formation of a new FSC choir whose purpose is to learn songs to 
perform for FSCers and others who would appreciate a friendly musical visit.  Twelve  people, mostly FSCers, 
now sing in the Care Choir, and plans are being made to offer a Healing Service at FSC this year, for which the 
Care Choir will have a significant role.  Members often report that they receive much more than they give from 
their experiences with Care Choir. 
 
MUSIC CELEBRATION SUPPER:  An evening event to celebrate the ministry of all of our Music ministry 
volunteers, was held in May, 2014.  It was extremely well received and another celebration event is being 
planned for this spring, although at a different time so more families and children can participate.   
 
ORGAN CONSOLE PLACEMENT:  When Opera Grand Rapids contacted FSC about using our space for their 
February 2014 performance of "Noah's Flood", one of their requirements was  that the organ console be 
removed from the dais, in order to provide space for their staging.  For about six months, the console was on 
the pulpit-side floor level, which actually was a better placement than the dais, in terms of the organist being 
able to accurately hear the instrument, and also for being able to see and hear the choir director/choir.  At 
some people's request, the organ console has now been moved to the other side of the sanctuary front, on a 
trial basis.  A decision regarding its final placement will be made soon. 
 
MUSIC COMMITTEE:  For information about the activities of the Music Committee, see the Music Committee annual 
report.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Ossentjuk 
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Nominating Committee  

 The Nominating Committee (NC) met regularly throughout the year to gather names for prospective 
Governing Board (GB) candidates for the November slate.  Names for prospective GB candidates were elicited 
from the ministerial staff, GB members, congregational members, and from the NC’s personal contacts.  The 
Nominating Committee clearly defined their basis for selecting 2016 Governing Board candidates in addition to 
the requirement of being an “active voting member”: younger members and newer congregants with more 
mature organizational and professional experience.   

 The current list of GB candidates being placed on the November election are: Patrick Eaman, Kathleen 
Higgins, Janet Peterson, Bettegail Shively, Mark Saint Amour, Erica Wisniewski, and Jill Hinton Wolfe.  The 
Foundation Board of Trustees candidate is Carol Townsend.   

 The N.C. has proposed three new operating procedures/policies for implementation on a pilot period for one 
year which was approved by the Governing Board: 

1) All candidates shall agree before being placed on the slate that those members who are elected 
shall be assigned to a G.B. committee, and those candidates not elected are to commit to working 
actively on a Church Life Committee or other major church ministries.   

 

The NC encourages the non-elected candidates to commit to continue to demonstrate their 
leadership skills by actively participate in Board committees or Church Life Committees. 

 

2) The Governing Board shall have a well-constructed New GB Member Orientation to focus on GB 
responsibilities.  This may include an initial special training session (outside the February Board 
retreat), assigning a GB Buddy to each new board member to act as their coach, and a second 
special training session in six months, with the focus on reviewing the board policies and the actual 
GB activities over the past six months. 

The GB orientation may be developed and implemented by former board chairs. 

 

3) The exiting GB Chair shall automatically be a member of the NC for a minimum of one year.  This 
will allow the former chair to contribute in a leadership role sharing his expertise in identifying 
qualified potential GB candidates. 

 

2015 Nominating Committee: 

Michael Crawford 

Kirsten Lundeen 

Janet Peterson 

Erica Wisniewski 
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Properties Committee 

 

 The Properties Committee serves in an advisory role to the Senior Minister on matters related to repairs 
and improvements to the Church buildings. 

 We deal with projects both major and very minor … from shepherding the $800,000 HVAC (Heating, 
Ventilating, Air-Conditioning) project for the Church House last autumn, to providing a curtain for the cloak 
room entry (to shield the storage disarray inside.) In terms of the work of the Committee, we will be 
affected by the HVAC project for the next 10 years because of the reduction in the normal annual allotment 
to us by the Foundation over that period, that subtraction diverted to pay for this major project. We have 
always tried to be disciplined but now will have to absolutely frugal. 

 During 2015, projects completed have included restoring the limestone outside steps at  24 Fountain 
and new lighting inside its lobby, furniture for the Character School, a new glass door for the church office, 
painting in the stairways and new Board-Room chairs. Significant current projects not yet completed are 1) 
a transitional repair to an upper part of the Tower which has suffered major deterioration on the south 
elevation and 2) installation of a wheel-chair lift outside the Chapel area to make up for the 3' disparity of 
the floor level of the Church House with that of the Sanctuary/Chapel. To design the lift project we have 
contracted with the engineering construction firm of Owen-Ames-Kimball (who actually built our Church in 
1922.) We are excited about our renewed relationship with them and when complemented with our other 
major contractor (Grand River Builders) should expedite the completion of projects. 

 While, of necessity, our attention is focused on day-to-day issues that arise, the Committee can also 
serve envisioning projects that 'could be' one day. In this regard, we are ruminating about the possibility 
of 'opening up' the peak of the sky-roof of the Chapel to once again have natural light enter that space from 
above. We are currently looking at selectively illuminating the outside of the Church building for aesthetic 
and deterrence reasons. Additionally, we are looking at ways to enhance the Narthex by designing a 
proper welcoming center and to provide more appropriate lighting and seating so that this wonderful space 
can take on an even more enriching role within the life of the Church. 

 Also, finally, lest we get too immersed in day-to-day concerns, it is our many new visitors who remind us 
that this is no ordinary building that we are dealing with. Their appreciative comments upon entering the 
Sanctuary or Narthex or Tower Memorial Room … their awe at the magnificence of these historic 
spaces...should inspire us anew about Fountain Street Church. 

 

 

Committee Members: 

 

Wesley Beck, Chair   Michael May, GB Liaison 
Eldon Cummings    Phyllis Penny, Secretary 
Mike Grass     Fred Wooden, Senior Minister    
Buzz Kutsche     Melissa Hoezee, Staff Liaison 
Bruce Ling 
Tom Logan 
Will Wannemacher  
Jim Winter-Troutwine         
Dick Wood       
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Religious Services Committee 

 

The Religious Services Committee is an advisory committee to the senior minister, and is also a catalyst for 
congregational participation in worship and related initiatives and activities.  We also provide speakers for the 
summer services. 

 

The RSC had a few changes this year with Joel Penny leaving the RSC and George England, Heather Palmer 
and Jerry Brown joining us.  They have brought new views of the services to our committee.  There were 
changes to the Advent banners, Order of Service, time and location of the Good Friday service and new candles 
that were purchased at our request by the properties committee. All were warmly received and appreciated.  The 
RSC continues to try to bring ideas, thoughts and concerns from church members at large to the attention of the 
staff in regards to the planning and carrying-out of the worship service activities  

 

One of our primary roles as the RSC is to organize the summer chapel worship season.   After securing our list 
of speakers, we organized a dry run in June and provided an updated guide book for their use, as well as 
provided support in any way to facilitate a successful experience. The speakers included FSC members and non
-members, as well as previous speakers and first-timers.  As in years past the summer Chapel services were 
well received and attended. Our summer speakers were Don Markham, Bettegail Shively, Tim Creamer, Todd 
Norton, Emily Peterson, Charley Honey, Carolyn Morrison, Charlie Gallmeyer, Kathleen Delp Higgins, Mark St 
Amour, and Shelly Irwin.  

 

Special dates observed throughout the church year included Advent Sundays and Christmas Eve, Thanksgiving, 
Easter, Good Friday Reverence for Life, and Memorial Sunday.   

 

A special project that the committee has been looking at is how we as a group recognize new comers and how 
can we better welcome them.  Some conversations were regarding the Narthex and its look.  We made a few 
changes that we hope will make new comers feel welcome in a new space.  Although not specific to the service, 
it is the entrance to the service and we felt that a few changes would help us reach our goal.  

 

The structure of the Sunday worship services change and we try to relay concerns of the congregants to the 
ministerial staff and it is an ongoing process.  With the new video cameras and the RSC working closely with the 
ushers and technical group, the services have been running smoothly. The committee meets monthly and 
welcomes your comments regarding any aspect of worship. 

 

On behalf of Fountain Street Church’s congregation, the RSC expresses sincere thanks to our ministry team, 
music leaders, ushers, choir members, service participants and all others who enrich our experiences 
throughout the year. 

 

2015 Committee Members: 

Sarah Hibbard Swaney, Chair   
Jerry Brown 
George England  
Chip Meier             
Heather Palmer     
Mary Lou Smith             
Dick Wood                   
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Volunteer Ministry 

 

The Volunteer Ministries office (formally known as the Beyond Sundays Service Ministries, BSSM) has had 
quite a year!  
Districts: 
 We have active leadership in: Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue and Purple. 
 We recently welcomed Karry Kidder into the role as the Red District leader. He steps into a role previously 

held by John Grima. Karry has started off his role with breakfast gatherings and a clothing drive for, The 
Network in easttown which serves the LGBTQ community. 

 Memorial support has grown into a larger capacity within the church where all group leaders (not just the 
districts) are invited to volunteer first and then we provide opportunities for each district to get involved 
where they would like. This came about through a collaborative process for better supporting our church 
families as well as volunteers.  

 The church picnic was a success at the end of the 2014-15 church year regardless of the rainy and windy 
day.  

Hospitality: 
 A change in leadership for the Usher’s occurred over the summer with Werner Veit retiring respectively from 

his position he held for many years. Jack Petiet has taken over as acting lead Usher to continue leading and 
inspiring this integral volunteer position not only on Sundays but whenever we have large events or 
memorials.  

 Mike Grass has expressed a desire to step down at the end of the 2015-16 church year from his role as 
lead Greeter and pass on this role to another passionate individual.  

Volunteer Management: 
 Volunteerspot has become a positive change for church involvement this past year. We have utilized 

volunteerspot 14 times within the last year. We currently have a group page for Fountain Street at,  
              http://www.volunteerspot.com/Group/97129904074/.  
 The volunteer appreciation week started positively with the Appreciation Sunday, 5/31/15 where a 

collaboration between Conor Bardallis and Lyza Ingraham which provided insight in creating a new logo and 
volunteer video for our website.  

 The next Saturday 6/6/15 was the church wide clean up days when we had 30+ volunteers showing up from 
9:00 am-1:00 pm. Areas of the church that were supported were: the Chapel, Choir Room chairs, Character 
School rooms, the Narthex, Sanctuary, garden areas and portico areas. 

 Appreciation Sunday after church event was held that Sunday, 6/7/15 in the Social Hall. We had a great 
turnout where we had homemade pizza, salad and punch. We heard from all three ministers, the Volunteer 
Ministries Coordinator and each of the Districts. We handed out reusable bags that had our new logo on 
them.  

 The start of the 2015-16 church year Sunday’s were filled with donuts and cider to a Scavenger Hunt 
around the church. We had a good showing at both events.  

 The Volunteer Management Team welcomed a new person and new member Kathy Hosten along with Liz 
Reynolds. Both Liz and Kathy have provided important insight in the support of how we can better 
communicate with our congregation along with supporting the Inquirer’s events with insightful new ideas 
and facilitation.  

Visitor and New Member engagement:  
 Through updating the website, creating an Instagram and connecting within our community at events (like 

West Michigan Pride event, collaboration with ‘The Mask You Live In’ community wide showing, Interfaith 
events) we have gotten more exposure for visitors and potential new members.  

 The volunteer ministries office purchased 500 new pens with our FSC logo on them along with new 
Volunteer Ministries ribbon’s to attach to name tags for all folks that volunteer within our church. It’s another 
way to help connect visitors and start dialogue with folks that are new. 

 
Respectfully submitted,   
Volunteer Ministries Coordinator 
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Women’s Association 

 

 The purpose of the Women’s Association (WA) of FSC is to bring together members to serve the needs of 
the church and the community through service and financial contributions.  Our three fundraising activities cover 
the costs of our major ongoing projects – furnishing and maintaining the kitchen, coordinating memorial 
receptions with the help of the district leaders, and financially supporting projects of other church groups. 

 The WA recently received the Betsy Vandercook Advocacy for Choice Award for 2015, give by the Choice 
Fund of FSC. 

 From the Trinkets & Treasures sale and a soup luncheon we furnished and maintained the holiday season 
flowers, purchased and replaced old or damaged kitchen items, inventoried the memorial reception needs of the 
church, and assisted with the Parish Luncheon. 

 We hosted a tea and fashion show, presented by YT Galleria and Christian Taylor Designs, that raised over 
$3,300 for Liz’s House in northwest Grand Rapids. 

 With the help of the district leaders we are forming a service guild for memorial receptions.  It will be know 
as the Memorial Guild of Fountain Street Church. 

 All women of the church are considered member of the WA and we meet regularly to conduct business and 
complete these activities. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ruth Sedam 

Secretary, Women’s Association 
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Public Ministry Reports 

 
Choice Fund 

Social Action Committee 
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Choice Fund 
 

 The Choice Fund of Fountain Street Church is a unique organization that is not part of the FSC budget, but 
rather is privately funded (totally self-supporting) and exists to provide good faith loans to low-income women 
seeking abortion services.  The Choice Fund endures based on the qualities of compassion, appreciation and 
respect.   

 This year the requests for help from women increased by 54%:  from 303 in 2014 to 551 in 2015.  We had 
not anticipated a jump of this size but thanks to increased efforts in fundraising we were able to support it, even 
with only a 12% increase in funds.   This means that each woman receiving a good faith loan from the Choice 
Fund received some money, but much less money, than they requested.  On average in 2014 each woman 
received $53 per request and in this year, 2015, we were only able to grant $33 for each request received.  This 
means that many women were unable to afford their procedure and were forced to either have the unwanted 
baby or, as we know, some women die either trying to abort on their own or having an unsafe abortion 
procedure by unlicensed people.   

 Through the third quarter of 2015 (9 months) we have raised $20,751 through fundraisers and donations, 
and have spent $20,045 in good faith loans.  In order to more fully fund the loans to each woman for the next 
12 months we hope to increase the average amount loaned per request to the 2014 level of  $53.  To do this 
we will need to increase the funds raised by 38% for the upcoming 12 months to $38,131.   

 As a Board we have decided to keep our major fundraising efforts to four events: 

1. In April we hold our Bowl A Thon 
2. In October we award our Betsy Vandercook Advocate for Choice Award at the Betsy Bash 
3. In December we send out our end of year fundraising letter. 
4. Each year we apply for a Social Action grant 

 Our smaller fundraisers include: 

1. November pie sale 
2. Cookie sale after church (not all years) 
3. Forty Days for Choice (not all years) 

 This year we served women from 13-45 years old with 0-6 dependents.  The amount requested was from 
$15 to over $200.  The cost for an abortion depends on the special circumstances and number of weeks 
pregnant but runs between $525 and $1600+.   

 The stories vary.  One woman was drugged and raped at a party then lost her job due to depression, others 
had medical issues that pregnancy would have compromised, one was pregnant with a fetal anomaly of no 
kidneys and had 3 other children and a minimum wage job, another was attacked by an unknown person but 
didn’t have family support because her family does not support abortion, another is an unemployed mother of 2 
whose rapist had already been incarcerated.  Every day we receive requests from women with stories.  They 
call because they know that safe, legal abortions are not available to them because of their income and they 
are desperate for help.  Their circumstances are always difficult, sometime even dire. 

 Fountain Street Church started the Choice Fund many years ago and it has endured through the unique 
commitment of our church community and those who support Choice.  Many other funds have failed but as a 
Board we believe that failure is not an option for Fountain Street’s Choice Fund and its’ proud history.  We 
began this journey as a church in the 1960’s, we as a church own this journey and we as a Board stand firmly 
behind our congregation with faith that we will not only continue what we do but improve what we do for women 
and families in need in West Michigan. 
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Social Action Committee 

 

The Committee  has two basic purposes:  

--- to distribute grants to community organizations, from the undesignated funds donated each Sunday by the 
congregation; and 

--- to make opportunities for members of the congregation to participate in activities in the community. 

 Applications for grants are accepted twice a year.  In the Spring of 2015, grants were made to 16 
organizations in amounts of from $500 to $2,500.  These organizations cover a broad range, from helping those 
leaving prison to get jobs, to education in poor foreign communities, to fighting AIDS locally.  In addition, funds 
are kept available for individuals who come to ACCESS for emergency help.  And a  $1,000 prize is awarded to 
one artist in our ArtPrize exhibit of “Art to Change the World.” 

 Opportunities for active involvement include the annual Hunger Walk, river clean-up, volunteering at Family 
Promise, collecting clothing, giving blood, preparing and delivering Christmas food baskets, Christmas shopping 
from crafts-people in poor countries, staffing a booth at the Gay Pride fest, and donating unused bicycles. 

 

Active members: 

 

Bev Boerman 

Earle Canfield 

John Considine 

Tim Creamer 

Denise Joseph 

Tom Logan 

Cheryl Mellblom 

Sharon Rydzewski 

Dorothy Velasco 
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